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ON A CROWN OF LIFE, BY REV. 
JOSEPH R. ANDRUS. 


The following pages were found | 


in a trunk containing some of the ef 
fects of the late Rev. J. R. Andrus, 
Missionary to Africa. ‘They are 
evidently nothing more than the 
outline of a subject, upon which he 
probably intended to enlarge at some 
future period. Were we yet favor- 
ed with his presence and efforts, he 
would doubtless shrink from sub- 
mitting so unfinished a composition 
to the public eye. But he has been 
taken to his bright reward. Africa 
has to lament the loss of an able, 
indefatigable and disinterested ad- 
vocate;——the friends of humanity, 
the disciples of Jesus have been cal- 
led to mourn the death of another 
messenger of mercy, another pio- 
neer of the cross, to an injured and 
benighted region. But though dead, 
he may yet continue in various ways 
to address the living. 
the fragment now offered for publi- 
cation, (almost the only remnant of 
his papers which has yet reached 
his friends,) may answer a valuable 
purpose. It may exhibit to us the 


exalted motives by which he was 
Von. 5....Ne. 6—Z, 


And even. 








actuated, the cheering hopes by 
which he was sustained, in entering 
upon his perilous labors, and perse- 
vering to theend. The thought of 
that crown which he has now gone 
to receive, we may believe, has 
often encouraged and supported him 
under all the trials and difficulties 
of his situation,—and has made him 
exclaim, when thinking of parents, 
friends, home and country, all for- 
saken for Christ,—‘these light af- 
flictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, shall work out for me a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” How vivid indeed, must 
his conceptions become of heavenly 


blessedness, who, estranged from 


the wonted pleasures and comforts 
of life, looks chiefly to God for en- 
joyment, and maintains a constant 
intercourse, through faith, with his 
Saviour! 

In reading these pages, it will be 
noticed that sentences are some- 
times left unfinished, and connect- 
ing words omitted. The transcriber 
has not thought it right to make any 
alterations or additions. It is best 
they should appear just as they are, 
The simple, but often forcible de- 
lineation of the value of the incor- 
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ruptible crown, “tov apapartwor ts 
can hardly fail to 


when read in recollection of the 
May they stimulate those 
who follow the path he trod, to 
greater diligence; and quicken all 
who are called to labour in less dan- 
gerous and difficult situations, to 
press forward to the mark for the 
prize of their high calling. 
NOSTREBOR. 


I. Forsuch as suffer affliction 
there is a Crown of Life. It is ne- 
cessary to know what is a Crown of 
Life, and who are they that are said 
to suffer temptations. The Crown 
of Life is also called “a Crown of 
Righteousness.” 2. Tim. iv. 8. By 
this is set forth the most happy state 
of the faithful in heaven; for they 
live an endless, ev erduring life, and 
also reign as kings with the Lord in 
heaven; and therefore, their estate 
is said to be the Crown of Life. 
Here, tho’ a man lives, yet he al- 
ways bears death about with him, 
because his body contains the prin- 
ciples of its own dissolution. He is 
subject to labour and toil, hunger and 
sorrow, heat and cold, and watch- 
ing; every one of which is sufficient 
to extinguish the spirit of life. 
Many are the diseases which cleave 
to us, which waste and weaken this 
life. And the spirit by which it’ is 
supported, being nothing but a little 
breath, is so weak and feeble, that 
upon a thousand accidents it is eve- 
ry moment liable to be taken away: 
so it deserves not the name of Life. 

The Life to come is spiritual;— 
the whole man then a Spirit, and so 
impossible for him to die,—for Spi- 
rit and Life are one. | No ) disease 
incident to that Life, because 
are no opposite 





heat, cold, hunger, ict: or ase] 


of sleep; for none of these 

unto spirits, but altogether to bo- 
dies.—He that lives this Life, tra- 
vels to most places, and performs 
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any action without labour, never eats 
or drinks, and yet is not hungry or 
thirsty;—always wakeful. Neither 
is there any persecution, pain, or in- 
firmity, sin or want, to make him sad. 
Always full of gladness at his heart, 
and wearing joy, as a garland, per- 
petually about his head. 

Moreover a Crown is ascribed to 
this Life, te show that no one of those 
that live there, is of an inferior rank, 
but every one shines in the highest 
degree of glory: such as is the glory 
of kings, to whom it properly be- 
longs to wear a Crown. As there- 
fore, Saints glorified, are sometimes 
set forth wearing Crowns of gold, 
so they are sometimes spoken of as 
sitting upon thrones, and sometimes 
as judging and ruling over nations, 
after the manner of kings; and judg- 
ing the Angels, i. e. the evil Angels, 
because all devils and damned spi- 
rits shall be under their feet. Some- 
times, again, their glory is likened to 
that of the firmament or stars,— 
sometimes to that of the sun, moon, 
and stars,—and sometimes to that of 
Christ’s glorious body; a glimpse of 
which glory was seen in the transfi- 
guration on the mount. All which 
tends both to set forth that royal dig- 
nity to which they are advanced, and 
the perfect beauty of their bodies, 
being without all blemish, from the 
sole of the foot to the crown of the 
head. All defects shall be done 
away, and this body shall be good 
and glorious to behold. 

This estate is set forth by the 
name of the Crown, to imply a pre- 
ceding strife and victory, according 
to the text, “when he is tried,”—a 
speech borrowed from the Olympic 
games, amongst the Grecians. The 
conqueror received a Crown of gold, 
or some rich garland, to be worn by 
him who gained the victory. And, 
therefore, it is,urged by the Apostle 
Paul, Eph. vi. 12,—2. Tim. iv. 8. It 
is the sated of labourers, not of 
idlers;—of courage, not of pusillani- 
mity,—of such as wrestle with adver- 
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sity and sins, not of such as lie down 
under them. Andthoughthe Crowns 
of those who strove in the Olympic 
games, though of great price, might 
be valued, this Crown is invaluable. 
It is the treasure and pearl of which 
Christ speaks, exceeding all that a 
man hath or can have in this world; 
such glory as “eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it enter- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive.” 

With respect to those who endure 
temptation, they are not all who suf- 
fer. For as it is said of Martyr- 
doms,—‘“not the suffering, but the 
cause makes the Martyr,”—-so, not 
every suffering, though it be borne 
patiently, avails toward the obtaining 
this Crown. Some suffer for their 
faults and capital crimes. Some, 
through their own evil courses, suf- 
fer by want and poverty,—but such 
is not rewarded. 1. Pet. ii, 20. No 
more shall they have any reward 
that suffer for vain-glory, and show 
great patience, that they may be 
praised among men. This is pha- 
risaical. But there is a suffering of 
adversity that will be rewarded:— 
either for righteousness, or when 
the sufferer is a just and righteous 
person, but put into the furnace of 
temptation. All such as have Christ 
for their head, when they have for 
a while worn a Crown of thorns, 
shall wear a Crown of Life. 

This made the Apostle Paul to 
rejoice in tribulation and to triumph 
as a conqueror in the midst of his 
daily dying. ‘Fear not, little flock,” 
says our Saviour, “it is your Father’s 
good will to give you the kingdom;” 
and, “‘blessed are ye, when men re- 
vile you and persecute you.” Of 
this Crown, St. Paul made no ques- 
tion, but, that he should receive it 
after his sufferings. In like man- 
ner, it is assured by the Lord to 
every one that suffer for his sake 
that he shall receive an hundred 
fold reward here and everlasting 
life hereafter. Rom. viii. 17. They 
that serve Christ, would serve a 
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worse master than they that serve 
mortal men, if they should not be 
crowned. Let us by this. be con- 
firmed jn patient bearing .of want, 
disgrace, the loss of our goods, and ~ 
Geath itself, if it be God’s,will that 
we should be tried hereby.—First, 
become a member of Christ, fear 
God, keep a good conscience, and 
if adversity come, look to the Crown 
of Life. A valiant soldier is not 
dismayed at the roaring of the can- 
non, the clash of arms, or the hide- 
ous noise of enemies rushing to bat- 
tle, if after, he is to receive a rich 
reward. Much less the christian: 
Christ is his shield—Is not the 
merchant willing to bear the dan- 
gers of the seas for the gold of the 
Indies? What will men do for a fa- 
vour at court? Let the escaping 
everlasting destruction, and the 
Crown— 

II. This Crown of Life is cer- 
tain—for it is promised by the Lord. 
Matt. v. 11, 12. Rev. ii, 10. Matt. 
x. 39. xix. 27, kc. And as he has 
promised it, so his servants have be- 
lieved it. Job xix. 25. Heb. xi. 25. 
and Paul to Timothy, iv. 8. Rom. viii. 
and | Peter i.4. Andas they have 
believed it, so it has been verified in 
their experience; for who else are 
those twenty-four Elders with their 
golden crowns, but the Patriarchs, 
Apostles, and chief instruments, of 
God’s glory, of whom they are some, 
and most eminent? Who are they in 
long white robes (Rev. vii. 13.) hav- 
ing palms in their hands, but faithful 
people of all countries, who suffered 
in this world. Lazarus, Stephen, 
&c. Not the servants of God alone 
believe this, but the whole world 
believe in living again in happiness, 
though they know not the right way. 
It has ever been generally believed 
in all ¢ ies and » that there 


| another blessed life to be attained 


after this is ended—and that by well 
doing. . Phocilides, a Grecian, says 
“the. soul is immortal, and waxes 











not old, but liveth ever; and wehope — 
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_ quickly to come out of the earth in- 
- tolight.” Plato says all the ancient 
:* poets taught the soul to be immor- 


‘tal. There must be another Life, 


_ ¥st. because Christ our head is risen, 


2 "© and liveth in glory—and 2d. because 


a man that is godly, does partake 
of the divine nature,—so will not 

rish in death. 3d. because the 

rd has this title from men :— 
“the God of Abraham, &c.; and he 
is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living.—Lastly, it is Plato’s rea- 
son, if there were not another Life, 
the most wicked in this Life are often 
happiest. This important;—a sen- 
sual man, if no future Life, will live 
in wickedness. 1. Cor.xv. “If there 
be”, &c. 

Il. Such as endure temptation, 
shall be rewarded in heaven, be- 
cause they love the Lord. The 
Crown of Life is not for God’s ene- 
mies; but for his friends and lovers, 
of which we have the proof in our 
good deeds. To love in word only 
is a vain thing, and therefore we are 
exhorted, “my little children, let us 
not love in word,” &c. Many that 
say they love the Lord are his ene- 
mies, as the licentious liver, the 
covetous, worldling, for ‘ whoso 
loveth the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.” By serving 
mammon, he does not only not serve 
God, but hate him; seeing, he that 
serveth two masters, loves, kc. 
Wicked men are God’s enemies, 
because they go from him to serve 
the devil,—and they hate all reproof, 
and all who go not the same way 
with them: and so they hate the 

y; as is evident in Cain and 
Abel. All these will be excluded 
from heaven. They have not so 
much as a promise the Lord. 


If emselv 
we acetal toa 


real and practical always; pin proce 
fore, be cies 4D agg br qenani 
my commandments.” And 

ing of those who refuse to - 
him, or suffer for him, he says, “the 
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that loveth father or mother more 
than me,” &c. Again, a man must 
love his brother, and bear no hatred 
towards him. 1. John iv. 20. Were 
it not thus, it were easy to be saved, 
and the gate were not strait, nor the 
way narrow, for it is easy to say we 
love the Lord. To be merciful to 
the poor,—to refrain from oppres- 
sion, when it is in our power; from 
covetousness; from all unjust gain, 
when opportunity is offered; to ex- 
pore a man’s self to ignominy, loss 

of goods and life; to abstain from all 
fleshly lusts;—this is the true love of 
the Lord. 

ist. Use—all wicked livers have 
no part in the Crown of Life—W hat 
has the Lord against you? What 
has he not done for 'you?—He shed 
his own most precious blood. 2d. 
‘Let the godly rejoice,—he who is 
sure of the kingdom, regards not 
what others say. In poverty there 
is the comfort of heavenly riches 
and glory,—in pain, the comfort of 
fulness of joy,—in prison or banish- 
ment, the comfort of a returning to 
our first and dearest country,—to 
the captive in chains and in death, 
the comfort of everlasting life. 

In no outward thing can a man 
be blessed; for he may be miserable, 
notwithstanding his wealth, his hon- 
ors, his strength, his beauty, his 
feats and his power;—the S. S. the 
sum of truth, calls no man blessed 
for these;—the strong may be made 
weak, like Sampson,—the rich poor, 
like Job. He who has the Spirit of 
God in him has blessedness, com fort- 
ing and confirming him so that no- 
thing can interrupt his joy. 

“Deluded man, 
“Even now the thunderbolt is winged 
with death, 
| “Even now thou totterest on the brink 
of hell.” 


On man, he lavished immortality 
and heaven. The eagle falls from 
his aerial tower, and mingles with 
irrevocable dust,—but man from 








death springs joyful up to life and 
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repose; far from the unquietness ‘of 
life, beyond the flying clouds, beyond 


to eternity.—-Yet there is peace for 
man: yea, there is peace, even in this 
noisy, this unseitled scene. The 


season yet shall come when time || where change shail cease, and time 


shall waft him to repose, to deep }, shall be no more. 
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To the Editors of the Repertory. 
Gentlemen: 

Will you have the goodness to 
permit your correspondent, who now 
addresses you, to occupy a small 
place in your truly useful Magazine, 
in answer to an article which appear- 
ed in your October number, which 
has lately come to hand, signed “An 
Episcopalian”, and headed “ Rea- 
sons for using the Ante-Communion 
Service ? 

Far be it from me, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, to insinuate that * Episcopa- 
lian” has no reasons for using at all 
times, and in all places, if he pleases, 
the ante-communion service; or that 
he has no right to come before the 
public and present your readers with 
his reasons for so doing. But I ob- 
ject to his course, because, after 
mature examination, I think it un- 
tenable. And I further most seri- 
ously object to his piece, because, 
instead of simply presenting your 
readers with his reasons for using 
the service in question, as he pro- 
fessed to do, he has taken occasion 
to deal out insinuations somewhat 
too liberally against those who differ 
from him: and because, although 
evidently drawn out by Prester’s 
piece in your August number, he 
does not pretend to answer a single 
one of his arguments. 

The first thing I would notice, is 
the importance which he attaches to 
the use of the ante-communion ser 
vice. Andhere, I would beg per- 








mission to ask if he can inform your 
readers or myself where it is that 
the ‘church’ tells us that she deems 
the use of the ante-communion ser- 
vice, “so highly important to the 
preservation of her excellent liturgy, 
and to the maintenance of her unity 
and peace?”’ Is it really the fact, that 
the difference of practice relating to 
the point in question, endangers the 
“unity and peace” of the Church? 
If it be, I must be permittéd t6 ex- 
claim—shame be to the Church, 
when so small a thing as the use or 
disuse of the ante-communion ser- 
vice, shall threaten its “ unity and 
peace”—And shame be to the men 
who shall, on account of jt, endea- 
vour to strike at its “unity and 
peace.” For myself, I do not per- 
ceive how it is, that the use or disuse 
of it, is at all connected with the pre- 
servation of our truly “ excellent li- 
turgy.” Will the “Episcopalian” 
say that those who use the service 
in question, are warmer admirers of 
the liturgy, or more strongly attach- 
ed to it, than those are who do not 
use that service? I have the plea- 
sure of being acquainted with a num- 
ber of reverend gentlemen, on both 
sides of the question; and I candidly 
confess, that I have found equally 
warm admirers of our liturgy on the 
one side as on the other. 

In the third paragraph, “ Episco- 
palian” remarks, that “ the first part 
of the liturgy is morning prayer, and 
this is calculated for every day.”— 


s 


the stars, and all this passing scene, . 


i 


t 














He might have also'said, that it is” 
‘80 intended, as well as ‘ calculated’; 
‘for it is entitled “the order for dai/y 
_. Morning prayer.” “Still,” says he, 

_ “there are other parts to be inter- 
"woven on particular days and parti- 
cular occasions.” True as I ack- 










lieve it is equally true, that those 
“other parts”, which he refers to, 
are excefitions to the daily order. 
They evidently are not to be inter- 
. woven but on those “particular days 
and particular occasions”; and to 
know when and where these “other 
parts” are to be interwoven, we must 
refer to the service itself, if it be not 
particularly ‘stated in the order for 
daily morning prayer.—And if “E- 
piscopalian”’ will look through the 
whole order for daily morning prayer, 
he will not find in it, a single direc- 
tion about where those ‘other parts’ 
are to come in, except in relation to 
the litany. 
I may, perhaps, be referred to the 
rubric at the end of the versicles, 
which reads thus: Zhen shall follow 
the collect for the day, except when 
the communion service is read, and 
then the collect for the day shall be 
omitted here. But the use of the 
collect is not to be “occasional,”’ but 
to be daily: because it is the collect 
Sor the day; and what day? Evident- 
ly the day when the service is using, 
and as the service itself is a daily 
service—it requires the collect daily. 
Respecting the first rubric here 
quoted, ‘Episcopalian’ thus remarks: 
“This is perfectly plain. The min- 
ister must know whether he is to use 
the communion service; and if he is, 
the collect for the day is to be omit- 
ted here.” It is true, indeed, that 
he ought to know, because by a ru- 
bric in the communion service it is 
prescribed, that he shall always 
give warning for the celebration of 
the holy communion upon the Sun- 
day or some holy-day immediately 
preceding. Having given this notice, 
as he is thus bound to do, “the minis- 
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ter”, of course, then “ must know 
whether he is to use the communion 
service”; because when he adminis- 
ters the communion, he cannot doit 
without reading the communion ser- 
vice. To me, “this is perfectly 
plain.” But if he does not admin- 
ister the communion, is he to use 
the service in question then? Evi- 
dently not; because there is no com- 
munion. I am aware, indeed, that 
it is said by some, that a part of the 
communion service is to be used; 
but you may perceive that the ru- 
bric says, when the communion ser- 
vice is used—not when a part of it 
is used; and, besides, that part, when 
separated from the rest, can in.no 
sense be called the communion ser- 
vice. I should think that “ this is 
perfectly plain.” “The minister 
must know whether he is to use the 
communion service; and if he is, the 
collect for the day is to be omitted’’; 
but not otherwise. 

There being, then, in the order for 
daily morning prayer, no direction 
about the use of any occasional ser- 
vices, the litany being excepted, we 
must of course refer to the occasion- 
al services themselves for direction 
when touse them. This is the case 
with the “prayers and thanksgivings 
upon several occasions.” We must 
refer to them, to know where they 
are to be introduced; as nothing is 
said about them in the order for 
morning prayer. Such is the case 
with the service for baptism—such 
is the case with the ordination and 
consecration services—such is the 
case with the psalms and hymns— 
and such is the case, too, with the 
service for communion. 

Let us proceed, then, to the ser- 
vice for communion. The. first ru- 
bric there which has any relation to 
the time of using it, is the one im- 
mediately preceding the commence- 
ment of the service.—It is as follows: 


The table ar THE COMMUNION TIME 


having a fair white linen cloth up- 
on it, shall stand in the body of the 
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church, or in the chancel: and the 
minister standing on the north side 
of the table, or where morning and 
evening firrayers are afifiointed to 
be said, shall say the Lord’s prayer 
and the collect following, the freo- 
file kneeling; but the Lord’s frrayer 
may be omitted, if morning firayer 
hath been said immediately before. 
Now in all this, I cannot: perceive 
the least intimation that the service 
is to be used but at the time when 
the communion is to be administer- 
ed; nor do I apprehend that any one 
else can. 

Now upon the plan, upon which 
Prester has proceeded, it may be 
asked, how his “inquirer” would 
ever be able to come at the conclu- 
sion, that the ante-communion ser- 
vice was to be used every Sunday? 
—Not one word is said about using 
it in the “order for daily morning 
prayer;” as I trust I have shown. 
Well, perhaps he may have Aeard 
that the service in question is to be 
used every Sunday.—He turns over 
to the service for the communion, 
and there he meets with the rubric 
I have now quoted—which tells him 
of using it only “tat the communion- 
time.” But, thinks he, perhaps 
there may be something on further. 
—He then proceeds on to the ru- 
brics preceding the offertory; there, 
indeed, he finds this rubric: then 
shall follow the sermon; after 
which, when there is a sermon, the 
minister shall return to the Lord’s 
table, and begin the offertory, Sc. 
But, says he, as this service is to 
be used, according to the preceding 
rubric, only “at the communion- 
time,” I suppose this to be the di- 
rection about the time when the 
sermon shall come in, and if there 
be one, the provision made in that 
case for his return to the Lord’s ta- 
ble. Did he not know what is the 
usage contended for by some, sure 
I am, he would never conceive that 
it has “such commanding authority” 
as “An Episcopalian” would wish it 
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to have. Never, for a moment, 
could he imagine that from this very 
rubric all the authority is derived, 
which those profess to have, who so 
strenuously contend for the point in 
question. And he might well sup- 
pose the contrary, without any im- 
putation of dishonesty. But the 
“inquirer” may, perhaps, think he 
shall find something more upon the 
subject. He turns over a leaf or 
two, and finds this rubric at the end 
of the service: Upon Sundays and 
other holy-days (if there be no 
sermon or communion, ) then shall 
be said all that is afiftointed at the 
communion unto the end of the 
gosfiel. Here, indeed, he finds a 
rubric which prescribes the use of 
what is called the ante-communion 
service; but under what circum- 
stances?—when shall it be said? up- 
on every Sunday when there is ser- 
vice ? No—only ufon Sundays 
and other Holy-days, when there is 
no sermon or communion, * This 
is perfectly plain.” Ifthere be no 
sermon or communion, then the ser- 
vice in question is to be used. 

But supposing there is a commu- 
nion (whether there be, or be not a 
sermon,) is not this service to be 
used then? Certainly; because it is 
the communion service itself in part: 
and the communion service is not 
therefore used, if it be omitted.— 
And, besides, the first rubric posi- 
tively prescribes its use. I agree 
with “Episcopalian,” that it has been 
improperly named the ante-commu- 
nion service; because it is, in fact, 
the communion service itself, as I 
have just stated. 

But supposing there be a sermon 
and no communion,—Evidently, 
then, the service in question may be 
omitted; because, in that case, there 
is no rubric prescribing its use. 
But let us look at this subject a lit- 
tle further.—Respecting the rubric 
last cited, “Episcopalian” thus re- 
marks: “In the English Prayer 
Book, the words within the paren- 
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thesis are only if there be no com- 
* munion. Now the meaning was 
simply this: the Church was exceed- 
ingly anxious to have the commu- 
nion frequently—at least every Sun- 
day. But this being found imprac- 
ticable, she still enjoined the use of 
sume part of the service. On days 
when there was a communion, the 
whole service was of course read; 
but on days when there was no com. 
munion, she still required the ser- 
vice to be read to the end of the 
Gospel’’—to the end of the prayer 
for the whole state of Christ’s 
Church militant, he should have 
said, together with one or more of 
the collects at the end of the com- 
munion service; for so the rubric 
stands in an English Prayer Book 
now before me.—“When” as he 
then proceeds to say, “the Prayer 
Book was adapted to the state of the 
American Church, the word sermon 
was inserted.”” Now I would ask 
you, gentlemen, with becoming de- 
ference, what was the intention, 
judging from the rubric itself, of in- 
serting the word “Sermon?” Ac- 
cording to the rubric, as it stood 
before the alteration was made, the 
ante-communion service was requir- 
ed to be said upen all “ Sundays 
and holy-days,”’ whether there was a 
sermon or not; for it then read thus: 
Upon the Sundays and other ho- 
ly-days ( if there be no communion, ) 
shall be said all that is afpfrointed 
at the communion until the end of 
the general prayer [for the whole 
state of Christ’s Church militant 
here in earth |; together with one or 
more of those collects last before 
rehearsed, concluding with the bles- 
sing. No matter whether there 
was a sermon or not “upon the Sun- 
days and other holy-days,” the ser- 
vice here specified was to be used. 
But, says “ Epi ian,” “the in- 
tention,”’ that is, of inserting the word 
‘sermon,’ “clearly was, that even 
on days when there was no sermon. 
such as Easter Monday, &c. the 
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communion service was to be read 
to the end of the Gospel.” But, 
gentlemen, I beg, to know, is not 
‘‘Easter Monday. &c.”’ a holy-day? 
If “Episcopalian” will refer to the 
list of Feasts in our Prayer Book, 
he will find Easter Monday and 
Tuesday numbered among our 
Feast days. What days he includes 
by “&c.” I donot know. And were 
not holy-days provided for by the 
rubric? According to “Episcopa- 
lian’s” interpretation, the insertion 
of the word sermon was entirely 
useless. It provided for no day but 
what was “clearly” provided for 
before. Now I humbly conceive, 
that the insertion of the word. ser- 
mon, does provide for the omission 
of the use of the ante-communion 
service, when there is a sermon but 
no communion. I confess I can 
conceive of no other construction 
capable of being fairly maintained. 
“Episcopalian” seems to give Pres- 
ter a sly hit about resorting to “his- 
tory and usage;”’ but he has brought 
himself under the same condemna- 
tion: for he refers to them himself. 
And from what he says, I must sup- 
pose him possessed of considerable 
knowledge upon the subject; for he 
speaks of heing “perfectly certain” 
about what he relates respecting the 
last rubric. Perfect certainty, I 
most readily admit, is something 


| pretty stubborn to deal with—But 


I have somewhat to say about it, 
though not amounting to perfect 
certainty, that seems to me to ren- 
der his frerfect certainty somewhat 
uncertain: [I have been inform- 
ed and I believe my information 
is correct, knowing as I do the 
source from whence it came, that 
the gentleman who in the general 


convention of ’97 moved the inser- 


tion of the word sermon, did him- 
self suppose that the insertion of 
that word would give to those who 
might wish it, the privilege of omit- 
ting the service in question. Such 
at least was his intention. 
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It ‘is well known to many of the 
members of our Church, that, whe 
the American revision of the Praye: 
Book took place, there was a dispo- 
sition on the part of some, to shorten 
the services, as may be seen by re 
ference to Bishop White’s History 
of the Episcopal Church of the 
United States. Ina few instances 
they effected their purpose, as may 
be seen by comparing the American 
and English Prayer Books together. 
Now, although “Episcopalian” has 
come forward with his pertect cer- 
taimty and his construction of the 
House of Bishops upon the sub- 
ject, as “excluding all doubt wih 
regard to the intentio: of the framers 
of the rubric,” Il can readily con 
ceive that some did not understand 
the object of the alteration then, any 
more than they seem to do now. It 
is believed to be the case generally, 
that the mover of a resolution knows 
better what his own intention is, 
than any one else can. I must be 
permitted to think, then, that *Epis- 
copalian’s” perfect certainty admits 
of doubt whether it is not jer- 
Sect uncertainty. 

Now, Messrs. Editors, can you, 
or your friend ‘*Episcopalian,” tell 
our “inquirer” how he is to get at 
the ante-communion service, if he 
adheres to the rubrics? There is no 
direction in the morning service 
about using it—The rubrics in the 
communion service say nothing « 
bout it—and how is he to get at it? 
Only, as I humbly conceive, by be- 
ing todd that custom and usage re- 
quire it. Because; say what you 
will about the rubric before the of- 
fertory, it can, as it stands connect- 
ed with the rubric at the commence- 
ment.of the service, only point out 
where and when the sermon is to 
come in, at the time of communion 
—when there is one—and what, in 
that case, he is to “do afterwards.” 
But, says “Episcopalian,” “the con- 
struction put upon this rubric,” that 
is, the one at the end of the com- 
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munion service, “by those who re- 
ject the ante-communion service, is, 
that when there is a sermon or com- 
munion, it is not to be read.” Hf 
there be any who “reject the ante- 
communion service,”  Episcopa- 
lian’”’ is doubtless correct. But I 
am constrained to think, that he 
wandered here a little into the fields 
of imagination; for such a construc- 
tion of the rubric, I confess, I never 
before heard of.—I admit, as cheer- 
fully as he does, that such a con- 
struction “cannot possibly be’ cor- 
rect.” The great ado, then, which 
he makes about the Epistles and 
Gos,,els beng never read turns’ out 
to be a mere nothing: for I have 
shown, that when the communion is 
administered, the whole service is 
necessarily used; and this includes 
the epistles and gospels. 

If it be asked why the epistles 
and gospels were selected for every 
Sunday in the year; the answer is, 
that when the Prayer Book was 
compiled, the communion was ad- 
ministered everv Sunday, as we are 
informed it is now in some of the 
English Cathedralsand epistles 
and gospels were therefore neces- 
sary for every Sunday.—And ‘so 
they are now; because it is presum- 
ed that there is scarce a Sunday in 
the vear, but the communion is 
administered somewhere; and, of 


‘course, no Sunday should be ‘left 


unprovided for.—-Henee, if com- 
munion be administered on the first 
Sunday in Advent, then the epist'es 
and gospels for that Sunday are to 
be used. 

With regard to the objection 
which “Episcopalian” has given us, 
as coming from “those who do not 
use the service in question—that it 
is a long service,” I must say the 
objection is to me entirely new—I 
well know that it is not long. But 
surely he will not deny that this in 
addition to all the rest makes the 
whole service long But, for what 


may be said upon this point, I must- 
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refer you, to Prester’s paper, m 
your October number, entitled “In- 
expediency of using the ante-com- 
mumion service.” 

I have now given you, my reasons 
for thinking the course of *Episco- 
palian” untenable. With regard to 
the other objections which I stated 
at the beginning of my remarks, I 
have but a few words to say. 

“Episcopalian” having pointed 
out his own course, remarks thus: 
“so clear are these directions, that 
our members, much less our cler- 
Sy, cannot possibly mistake them.”’ 
When I read this declaration, I 
must confess, I felt no small degree 
of surprise, that you should have 
recorded it on the pages of your 
journal. 
suppose you do, that the Episcopal 
Clergy of Virginia, almost without 
excepuion, and that the great ma- 
jority of the Episcopal Clergy of 
Maryland, do not use the ante- 
communion service precisely as 
the “Episcopalian” would direct 
I cannot consider it in any other 
light, than an indirect attack up- 
on their honour and their hones- 
ty. Because if the directions are 
so clear that our Clergy cannot 
possibly mistake them, and they do 
not follow them,—then they sin a- 
gainst light and knowledge—then 
most wilfully do they err—then 
most wilfully do they violate that 
solemn ordination vow which binds 
them to the observance of the ru- 
brics. They are then wanting in 
principle—nay in common honesty. 
- «We trust, however, that the re- 
mark we have now quoted, was 
a thoughtless, careless remark— 
meaning something which he would 
be ashamed of, had he seen it in 
the light which some others do; be- 
cause he must be miserably ignor- 
ant of, or inexc ed 
against, those for whom he intends 
it, if he really supposes that they 
are either i t or dishonest.— 


But had this been a solitary remark | 
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of the kind, I should not have trou- 
bled you with it; but it is not. A- 
mong others, notice the following: 
‘upon recapitulation,” says he, ‘of 
our course, every well informed 
member will recognize her well ar- 
ranged, elegant, and sublime ser- 
vice.” Now, I would ask you, if 
there are not some, who, to say the 
least, ought to be well informed— 
who were examined by bishops, 
and those appointed by them—and 
who virtually were pronounced by 
these their examiners, to be well in- 
formed—who doubtless had compli- 
ed with the direction which requires 
a minute acquaintance with the 
rubrics, or the bishops were bound 
to have refused them ordination—I 
ask, if there are not some such as 
these, who do “recognize a well ar- 
ranged, elegant, and sublime ser- 
vice,” ina course which does not 
exactly tally with that which “an 
Episcopalian” has prescribed? I, 
for one, account it little less than 
the height of arrogance, for him 
to insinuate, that the multitude who 
differ from him, are not wedl in- 
formed—especially when some of 
them have grown grey in the service 
of the Church. Your ‘Episcopa- 
lian” certainly could not have re- 
flected on the tendency of his re- 
marks—his calling in question the 
integrity of bishops——no less thar 
priests and deacons.—Gentlemen, 
I have too long intruded on your 
patience, or I would mention to you, 
some other things in the paper of 
“Episcopalian,” which, in my hum- 
ble judgment, deserve some correc- 
tion. | 
I am, 
Messrs. Editors, 
Your constant Reader, 
and well Wisher, 
A. E. 


“ We should not wait for oppor- 
tunities of doing good, but make 
LORD VERULAM. 
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BALTIMORE EDITION OF MRS. SHERWOOD’S STORIES, 
[For the Theological Kepertory.] 


Messrs. Epirors: I have lately seen the four first numbers of the Bal- 
timore edition of “ Mrs, Sherwood’s Stories, explanatory of the Church 
Catechism,” as published by the Protestant Episcopal Female Tract Soci- 
ety of that city, and revised by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Kemp. When this 
work was first announced, I felt in common with many others, no little sur- 
prise, and was ready to exclaim, “ What is this that is come upon the 
opposers of evangelical sentiments, that they should so readily undertake 
the publication of Mrs. Sherwood’s book, in which those sentiments have 
found so able an advocate.” On receiving the numbers as they have come 
from the press, my surprise has subsided—or, rather, has changed its 
direction. Who could have thought, that a religious Society, and an Ame- 
rican Bishop, would have consented together, to mutilate, and alter the 
character of a book so respectable as that of Mrs Sherwood, and which 
has already passed through nine or ten editions in that country where it 
was first published! Is not a book the property of its author? Upon what 
principles, then, has any man a right to interfere with that which ie 
to another? Is not Mrs. Sherwood’s reputation as an author, intimately 
associated with her productions? Ifso, can any one with propriety strike 
out, and insert foreign matter into her writings, without doing her a personal 
injury? Moreover, may we not suppose, from the character of her writ- 
ings, that Mrs. S. has aimed at the divine glory in all her publications: and 
made it a matter of conscience to pray over every opinion advanced, as 
having an immediate influence upon the minds of those for whom she wrote? 
What, then, must be her mortification, to find, that, across the Atlantic, 
her studied, deliberate, and long-matured sentiments, are suppressed—and 
she is made to speak language, which, in her soul, she does not believe ? 

In order to satisfy you, Messrs. Editors, and others who are open to 
conviction, that I have not spoken unadvisedly upon this subject, I propose 
to shew wherein the Right Reverend reviser, has entirely altered the cha- 
racter of Mrs. Sherwood’s book—confining myself, at present, to what 
they respectively advance upon the subject of Baptism, and its effects.— 
That you may be able to perceive wherein they differ, at a single glance, 
I will place what they say, in opposite columns. 


Mrs. Sherwood. 

ist Story. Therefore to-morrow morn- 
ing, which will be Sunday, I shall take 
him to church; where the clergyman will 
receive him, and sprinkle him with pure 
water, as a sign that God, we hope, will 
wash his heart clean, by the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from 
all sin: and I do earnestly pray that God 
may accept him, in that appointed ordi- 
nance, and make him his own child. 


Bishop Kemp. 

Therefore to-morrow morning, which 
will be Sunday, I shall take him to 
Church, where the clergyman will re- 
ceive him, and sprinkle him with pure 
water, as a sign that God will wash his 
heart clean by the blood of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, which cleanseth from al) sin: 
and I pray that God will take him and 
make him his own child. 


& 


The words in Italics, are omitted by the Bishop; which, it will be per- 


ceived, alters the sense of the whole passage. Mrs. Sherwood says, we 
hope that God will wash his heart clean. But with the Bishop there is ne 
room for Aofle—the thing is certain—the “ outward and visible sign” an@ 
the “inward and spiritual grace”, are inseparable. 












204 


2d Story. Here the cle » who 
was a faithful minister of Jésus Christ, 
implored almighty God, in behalf of this 
infant, that whereas it had already receiv- 
ed the outward and visible sign of bap- 
tism, it might in like manner be endued 
with the inward and spiritual grace, ad- 
ding —“Mayest thou dear child be one of 
that little flock to whom it is the Father’s 
feed pleasure to give the kingdom ”’ 

3d Story It is written in the Bible, 
that they who ask shall receive, that they 
who seck shall find, therefore, we may 
venture to say that that infant will re- 
ceive the inward and spiritual grace, to- 
gether with the outward and visible sign, 
whose parents and sponsors, have exer- 
cised the prayer of faith in its behalf: and 
that that infant who is thus baptized, will 
indeed become a member of Christ, a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of God, 
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Omitted entirely. 


If baptism is considered as it ought te 
be, not only an outward and visible signy 
but also an inward and spiritual grace, 
they who are truly baptized, are indeed 
made members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. 


Here we have a direct and palpable contradiction of the sentiments of 
Mrs Sherwood. She carefully distinguishes between the sign and the 
thing signified; and teaches her reader to look forward to the ratification of 
the christian covenant, when, in answer to the prayer of faith, the subject 
of baptism becomes capable and disposed to take upon himself the promi- 


ses and vows which were made for him. 


He, on the contrary, admits of 


no such prospective interpretation; but confounds baptism with that new 
birth spoken of by our Lord, without which no man can enter into the 


kingdom of heaven. 


As our Church Catechism expresses 
it, baptism is one of those two sacra- 
ments, which were ordained by Christ 
himself. Baptism is made up of two 
parts: an outward part, which is water, 
wherein the baptized person is wash: d; 
and an inward part, which is a death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteousness. 
But there are too many persons, who, 
from custom, observe the outward form 
of baptism, while thev entirely. disregard 
the inward and spiritual grace. Of such 
persons, we cannot say that they are 
made members of Christ; neither does 
our Catechism teach any such thing 
+ +» Mrs. Brown proceeded to tell a story 
which she would make her mean- 
ing plainer. When } first came to this 
country, (said she) | happened to know 
a young man, the son of a European, 
who had a mind to marry a Mussulman 
woman of bad character.. The young 
man’s father, at first, refused his consent; 

‘but being, at length, over persuaded by 
hie son, he permitted the Marriage to 
take place, on condition that the woman 
should be made a Christian, as he termed 


As our Church Catechism has it, bap- 
tism is one of two sacraments ordained 
by Christ. Now, a sacrament is com- 
posed of two parts; the outward part of 
baptism is water, with which the person 
is washed. Still, we know that water 
has no natural efficacy to wash away sin; 
but is symbolically used, to denote that 
sins are done awxy by the blood of Christ. 
And to be baptized in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
is the way appointed by the great Head of 
the Christian Church, to be initiated inte 
that spiritual community, and vested with 
a right to all the privileges of the covenant 
of grace. The inward part of this sacra- 
ment is called “a death unto sin, anda 
new birth unto righteousness; for being 
by nature born in sin, and the children 
of wrath, we are hereby made the chil- 
dren of grace.”” We do not mean, that 
by this death unto sin, there is an extin- 

ishment of all sinful passions: but that 
fy gtace We acquire an ascendancy over 
them, so as to become dead to the do- 
minion of sin, that we will not follow nor 
be lead by it. | ' 
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it; that is, should be baptized. Now, 
there happened to be in that place, a 
Popish Priest, whom the young man rea- 
dily persuaded to baptize the woman, 
without asking her any questions con- 
cerning her belief; for the Popish Mis- 
sionaries in India, have always acted as 
if the outward form alone was necessary, 
It is very difficult, indeed, in manv ca- 
ses, (added Mrs. Brown’ for human crea- 
tures to decide when baptism is rightly 
administered, or to know when the out- 
ward ceremony is accompanied by the 
inward and spiritual grace. But here 
was a plain case; here the outward and 
visible sign was administered, but no in- 
wa ¢ blessing was sought for. The bap- 
tisn: of this woman was merely outward; 
nor is it possible to suppose, that -he 
was made a member of Christ. ora child 


of (.od. 


As the Bishop had so altered Mrs. Sherwood’s language as to make her 
speak, directly opposite to what she has published herself—we cannot be 
surprised, that he should strike out the appropriate illustration of her 
views, which followed her own statement. Nothing of the story of the 
Mussulman woman appears in the revised book. And is it indeed so, as 
the Bishop declares—(not Mrs. Sherwood) that to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is the way 
afifiointed by the great Head of the Christian Church, to be initiated 
into that spiritual community, and vested with a right to all the privileges 
of the covenant of grace.” Is it possible! The Lord have mercy upon 
all those who have no better interest, in the great blessings of the gospel. . 
If this is sound coctrine, then what have we to do, but to urge upon 
mankind the necessity of being baptized, and if they are unwilling, to 
baptize them bv force. But ah! it is too solemn a subject to admit of ridi- 
cule. Such an opinion, as it appears to me, saps the very foundation of 
Christianity, and sets at nought that great and wonderful change, to be 
effected in us by the Holy Ghost, (call it what you will) without which, no 
man can see the Lord. 

In conclusion, I have only one observation to make’ Some may think, 
that, in the foregoing remarks, I have indulged an unnecessary severity: 
and been betrayed by my feelings into a want of respect for the opinions 
of others. I disclaim any such intention.—It is not with persons, but their 
opinions, I have to do. And if, by the blessing of my divine Master, I can 
prevail upon a single individual, to avoid these rocks and quicksands upon 
which thousands have been lost, I will rejoice in my success, and suffer no 
man to deprive me of my glerying. 

OMEGA. 


aes ee 


« The more believers love God, the more they will love one another ; 
as lines, the nearer they are to the centre, the nearer they are to one 
another.” 


CHARNOCK. 
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The following extracts are taken 
from some fafers written by the 
elder sister, Mise Susan MEapE. 
on the occasion of her Mother’s 

death, in the year 1813. 

( Continued from p. 163.) 

The following prayer, altered, as stat- 
ed below, from Dr. Doddridge, 
was written down and made her 
own, immediately after the death 
of her mother, July, 1813. 

Oh, merciful Father! b. pleased 
graciously to accept of me, a weak, 
unworthy, unprofitable servant. I 
desire at this time to devote myself 
anew, all I am and all I have, en- 
tirely to thee. O Lord, pardon and 
accept the worthless offering. My 
flesh trembleth, my heart faileth me, 
for fear that I should fall from this 
my present hearty desire, to be 
thine, entirely thine forever. O 
Lord strengthen me—blessed Savi- 
our help me—be thou my rock of 
support, my guide and guard. O 
Saviour of love, save me from this 
world, its snares and temptations, 
and make me thy true and faithful 
follower. Amen. 

(O thou great and good being who 
hast in thy Fatherly love, seen 
proper to visit me, thy poor child 
with affliction, by taking from me 
my dear, my precious mother, my 
only earthly parent, my guide and 
best friend: look upon me in mercy 
and take me into thy care. Sancti- 
fy, O blessed Father, this thy all- 
wise correction, to my immediate 
and everlasting salvation I would 
with all my heart become thy faith- 
ful, devoted child; and here I dedi- 
¢ate myself to thee, my soul, my bo- 
dy, time and substance, all are thine; 
thou gavest them to me—and I de- 
sire them to be spent in thy service, 
and to thy glory. Amen.) 

Eternal and ever blessed God! I 
desire to present myself before thee 
with deepest humiliation and abase 
ment of soul; sensible how unworthy 
such a sinful worm as I am is to ap- 


EXTRACTS FROM MISS SUSAN MEADE’S PAPERS. 


| 











JAN; 


king of kings, and Lord of Lords—= 
and especially on such an occasion 


as the present, even to enter into a 


covenant with thee; but thine infinite 
condescension hath offered it by thy 
Son, and thy grace hath inclined my 
heart to accept it. I come therefore, 
acknowledging myself to have been 
a great offender; smiting on my 
breast, and saying with the humble 
Publican, “God be merciful to mea 
sinner.” I come invited by the 
name of thy Son, and wholly trust- 
ing in his perfect righteousness; en- 
treating that for his sake, thou wilt 
be merciful to my sins, and blot 
them from thy remembrance. I 
have been a wandering sheep, a 
prodigal son, a backsliding child— 
but thou hast graciously called me 
to return to thee—receive I beseech 
thee thy revolted child, who is con- 
vinced of thy right to her, and de- 
sires nothing so much as to be thine. 
Blessed God, it is with the utmost 
solemnity I surrender myself unto 
thee. I desire to renounce all former 
Lords that have had dominion over 
me, and I consecrate to thee all 
that I am, and all that I have—the 
poor faculties of my mind, the weak 
members of my body, my worldly 
substance, my time, and my influ- 
ence over others, all to be used en- 
tirely for thy glory; and in thy ser- 
vice. 1 desire to spend ail the re 
mainder of my life, and beg thou 
wouldst instruct and influence me; 
so that whether my abode here be 
long or short, every year, and month, 
and day, and hour, may be used in 
a manner to promote thy honour 
and holy will. I also resign, oh 
Lord, to thy direction, all I possess; 
and all I wish—every enjoyment, 
and every interest,—to be disposed 
of ‘as thou seest best; continue or 
remove what thou hath given me, 
bestow or refuse what I think I want, 
as thou, Lord, shall see good; and, 
though I dare not say, I will not re- 
pine, yet, I hope I may say, that I 


pear before thy holy Majesty—the wil] labour not only to submit but te 
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acquiesce, not only to bear thy most 
afllictive dispensations, but to con- 
sent to them, and praise thee for 
them—contentedly resolving my 
will unto thine, looking on myself as 
nothing, and on thee, O great God, 
as the eternal all; whose word de- 
termines every thing and whose go- 
vernment ought to be the joy of the 
whole rational creation. Use me, O 
Lord, I beseech thee, as the instru- 
ment of thy glory, and honor me so 
far, as either by doing or suffering 
thy will to bring some praise to thee, 
and benefit to the world—may it 
please thee from this day forwards, 
to number me among thy peculiar 
people, that I may no more be a 
stranger, but a fellow worker with 
thy saints of the household of God. 
Receive, O Heavenly Father, thy re- 
turning prodigal ! Wash me in the 
blood of thy dear Son, clothe me ‘1 
his perfect righteousness, and sanv- 
tify me throughout by the power of 
thy Spirit.—Destroy, I beseech thee, 
more and more, the power of sin in 
my heart! transform me more into 
thine own image, and fashion me to 
the resemblance of Jesus, whom 
I pray to be my teacher and sa- 
crifice, my intercessor and my 
Lord. Communicate to me, I be- 
seech thee, all needful influences 
of thy purifying, cheering, and com- 
forting Spirit; lift up that light of 
thy countenance upon me which 
will put the sublimest joy and glad- 
ness into my heart. Dispose of me, 
O God, in the manner most sub- 
servient to thy glory, and my im- 
mortal happiness, and when I have 
done and borne thy will here upon 
earth, call me from hence, when, 
and in what manner thou pleasest. 
©! grant that in my dying hour, 
and in the near prospects of eternity, 
I may remember these my engage- 
ments with thee, and employ my la- 
test breath in thy orailal _ And do 
thou, O Lord, when the agonies of 
dissolving nature are upon we, re- 
member this covenant, though I 


EXTRACTS FROM MISS SUSAN MBADE’S PAPBRS, 








H 


207 


should be incapable of recollecting 
it!—-Then look down, O Heavenly 
Father, with a pitying eye, upon thy 
poor, languishing, dying child—take 
me to thy everlasting arms, put 
strength and confidence in my de- 
parting spirit, and receive it to the 
embraces of thine everlasting love. 
Welcome it to the abodes of them 
that sleep in Jesus, joyfully and 
peacefully, to await the accomplish- 
ment of ‘hy great promise to thy peo- 
pie, evena glorious resurrection, and 
eternal happiness in thy glorious pre- 
sence. And if any surviving friends 
should when I am in the dust, meet 
with this memorial of my solemn 
transactions with thee, may they 
make the engagement their own; and 
do thou graciously permit them to 
partake of all the blessings of thy co- 
venant, through Jesus the great me- 
diator; to whom with thee, O Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be everlasting 
praise ascribed, by all the millions 
that are thus saved by thee, and by all 
those other celestial spirits, in whose 
work and blessedness thou shalt 
call them to share. Amen, Amen. 
SUSAN MEADE. 


[This solemn covenant with, and 
dedication of herself to God was 
found amongst her papers, and al- 
though it has appeared in print ma- 
ny years since, being substantially 
(with a slight alteration) the same as 
recommended by the excellent 
“Doddridge,” is again published, 
for the benefit of all who may see 
this record, of the power of divine 
grace, in the exemplary, useful life, 
of her, who made it her own; and 
who so diligently and perseveringly 
laboured to perform it. } 


Pray for the whole race of slaves. 
Pray for my servants; pray that | 
may have a tender care for the souls 
and bodies of my servants. Pray 
ter my Brothers and Sisters, and all 
they have to do with. Pray for our 
African Mission—O God, be with 
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thy servants in perils of waters, in 
perils in a strange land, and bring 
them back like thy servants of oid, 
with good tidings from the land of 
rest; and On! “make it a home of 
peace, liberty, and religion to thy 
enslaved people. 

Pray for all Missionaries, in our 
own and foreign lands. Pray for 
poor sailors, and ail who are occu- 
pied im the great deep, that all may 
put their trust in him, who alone is 
able to save both body and soul from 
danyer and destruction. 

Pray tor my relatives—pray espe- 
cially for my dear brother Willi:m 
in his bereaved state—also for his 
motheriess children—ior myself in 
my dealings with them:* Por my 
brother as a man wf God, and a 
teacher of souls 

Pray for the spirit of prayer, and 
be more in the exercise of this 
means of grace. 

Study more the word of God, and 
pray for an understanding heart and 
a believing mind. Pray for a full 
assurance of Faith—— Zhai Gov who 
has promised to hear, will assaredly 
do it: he is God, and will not deceive; 
he who spared not his own Son, but 
gave him for us, will he not with him 
freely give us all things. Re:nember 
all his gracious promises, believe 
and they shall be fulfilled unto you. 

{The foregoing are among the 
dates of 1817. ] 





Juty, 182!1.—By the help of the | 
most High, I desire to be especiaily | 
engaged in supplication and prayer, 
on the first Monday in every month, | 
for the success of Missionaries, in| 
all parts of the earth. Oh that all | 


* In this year the Rev. Mr. Meade was | 
called to mourn the loss of an amiable, 
exmesdary et and affectionate wun who left to | 

three promising interesting | 

children, whom, with the blessing of | 
God in answer to prayer, he is training 
for immortality. The charge of these 
ildren were for some years cen 1 it- 
ted to this excellent woman.—(| Ed. Rep. 


EXTRACTS FROM MISS SUSAN MEADBE’S PAPERS. 
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Christendom, might pray heartily 
fluor God’s especial blessing on our 
African Missionaries. 

On the return of this day, set a- 
part for fasting and prayer; I have 
need to mourn and lament before 
God. Lord grant me a praying, 
self-denying spirit — Insensibility to 
eternal things, ingratitude, unprofit- 
abieness, and want of leve and care 
fer poor perishing souls; these are 
the thorns, by which my path in the 
Christian course is soimpeded Oh 
may I beseech the Lord, more and 
more that they may be removed, or 
turned to my advantage and his glory, 
in making and keeping me humble 
and >rayertul; and may | wait inpray- 
er, for a true spirit to pray more fer- 
vently, more faithfully, more perse- 
veringly; that his will may be done in 
me,and by me. If prayer is not an- 
swered at once, we must hold on un- 
ul we receive an answer O my God 
and Saviour, let me not look for help 
but from Thee: Be thou my all in 
Heaven above, and on this earthly 
ball. 

O my heavenly Father, thou hast 
been all goodness and mercy to me, 
help me to magnify thy great name 
not in word only, but in deed and in 
truth—-help me to recount thy mer- 
cies and to dwell on them; they iave 
fuilowed me from my youth up; 
they are new to me every moment; 
each breath I draw is a monument 
of thy sparing love:' I bless thee that 
I am out of hell, for there would my 
weight of sin have sunk me but for 
thy abundant mercy in the Son of 
thy love. Lord, for thy restraining 
and preventing grace I would biess 
thee; it is only ¢#at, which has kept 


| me from the blackest deeds to which 


my heart is by nature prone. Lord 
I thank thee for withholding from 
me manifold temptations to sin—and 
O Father, wherein thou seest it good 
to try me, be thou my right hand 
and make a way for me to escape. 
My Saviour is my ail in ally my-only 
hope. 
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Endeavour to. realize the continu- || dertakings, that all may be done 


al and particular watchful provi- 
dence of Almighty God over my 
thou zits, words and actions ; to pray 
for God’s assistance on all my un- 


with a single eye to his glory in the 
way of duty to him, my fellow-crea- 
tures and myself. 

( To be continued. ) 


——————EEE 


Review. 


EE 


A Sermon preached before the Society for 
the Education of pious young Men for 
the Ministry 0 the Protestant Epieco- 

pal Church, at the fifth annual Meeting, 
held in Christ Church, Alexandria, on 
the thirtieth of October, 1823, by J. P. 
K. Henshaw, A. M., Rector of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, Baltimore. Published 
by request, and sold for the benefit of 
the Society. Baltimore. 


We are not among those, who fa- 


vour the publication of every Ser- 
mon, that any Preacher may de- 
liver before any Society The cus- 
tom by which the Members of So- 
cieties, frequently feel themselves 
‘bound, to thank all the individuals to 
whom they have awarded the honour 
of preaching at their annual Meet- 
ings, and of requesting a copy of 
their discourses for the press, is of- 
ten extremely embarrassing, and 
should carefully be avoided. It fre- 
quently taxes the funds of charitable 
institutions with an expense, and 
their friends with a demand upon 
their time and attention, which the 
publications but little deserve, and 
which might much more profitably 
be devoted to a different object — 
We think the Education Society has 
acted wisely, in not committing itself 
in this respect. The Sermon of Mr. 
Henshaw, was certainly most thank- 


fully received, and highly and most. 


deservedly appreciated: and if any 
should have justified a request from 


the Society for its publication, this. 


yotld have obtained it. But the 
Vou. V.....No. 6.—B b 


subject, out of the fear of a prece- 
dent, was very properly waived, and 
the Sermon secured for the publi¢ 
by the members of the Society indi- 
vidually requesting its publication 
and assuming the responsibility of 
its payment; thus obtaining for the 
instituuion all the good resulung 
from its diffusion, and saving it from 
any risk that might arise from the 
expense. 

The text of this discourse, is found 
in the ninth chapter of St. Matthew; 
“Then saith he unto his disciples, 
the harvest truly is filenteous, but 
the labourers are few; frray ye, 
therefore, the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth labourere 
into his harvest.” After an appro- 
priate and interesting introduction, 
the plan of the Sermon is concisely 
and perspicuously announced in the 
following sentences: 


“Under the figurative language of the 
text, our Lord teaches us that an im- 
mense number of souls, so great as to 
be compared to arich and abundant har- 
vest, isto be brought into his church; 
that his ministers are to be the sgents 
of their conversion; and that it is the 
duty of his followers, to make the in- 
crease of faithful ministers a subject of 
poset and fervent prayer to Almighty 

“In the present discourse, it is pro- 
posed to consider the extensive field 
which is ps yarns for ministerial labour, 
the kind of labourers that must be em- 
ployed in the momentous work; and the 








means which are to be used for obtain 
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ing the needful supply of such labour- 
ers.” 


There is inthe above extract, a 
precision, and, at the same time, a 
happy freedom from that stiffness 
and unpleasant formality, too often 
attendant upon the annunciation of 
the plans of sermons; which de- 
serves a particular attention. The 
two extremes, in reference to this 
portion of a preacher’s duty, are 
much oftener exhibited than the pro- 
per medium. Some have no plan; 
and, of course, are faulty in the 
whole texture of their sermons, and 
generally preach with but little ef- 
fect. Others arrange, indeed, a sys- 
tem for their discourses; but, for 
fear of too much formality, avoid so 
completely its exhibition, as to de- 
prive their hearers of nearly all its 
benefit. What may be gained in 
this case, by the audience, at the mo- 
ment, from the greater excitement 
of their attention and feelings, (for 
this certainly is the tendency of a 
concealed plan) is far overbalanced 
by their inability to remember and 
retrace the progress of the sermon, 
and meditate upon its course, in their 
retirement, in consequence of the 
absence of all those way-marks, 
which a plan properly announced, 
‘most usefully affords. This is one 
extreme; and, if we may be permit- 
ted a practical application of the 
above remarks, we would say, it is 
the extreme in which the Clergy of 
the Episcopal Church are most com. 
monly found. Some preachers, on 
the other hand, are so fond of ar- 
rangement, and carry the exhibition 
of it so far, as to give their discour- 
ses an air of ceremony and stiffness, 
which too much reduces them to the 
character of cold and measured dis- 
sertation. The plan forms a great 

portion of the sermon: and the 
attention of the people is so often 
called to it, and so formally, as most 
unfavourably to arrest the flow of 


feeling, and frequently communi- 








cate an impression, as if they were 
listening to some dry and technical 
lecture upon the mere anatomy of a 
theological subject, into which the 
relations of life are intended to be 
but casually introduced, and which 
the hearers are as little expected to 
feel, as if they were mere anatomy 
themselves. This is another ex- 
treme, and, if we may be permitted 
an application of the observations we 
have made in reference to its effects; 
we would say, it is more peculiar te 
the Presbyterian Clergy than to any 
other body. Which is the greater 
evil of these two extremes, there is 
no time, at present, to attempt a de- 
termination. Begging pardon of our 
readers for detaining them from the 
discourse of Mr. Henshaw, by the 
above digression, we proceed im- 
mediately to notice its most interest- 
ing contents. 

Under tie first division, “the ex- 
tensive field which is opened for 
ministerial labours,” the Preacher, 
after a concise account of the plen- 
teousness of the harvest in the times 
of the Apostles; of the little band of 
labourers that first engaged to reap 
it, and the wonderful success atten- 
dant on their exertions; remarks, 
that notwithstanding the increase of 
ministers and of the means of grace, 
since the occasion of the text, “the 
field for ministerial exertion appears 
greatly disproportioned to the num- 
ber of labourers employed, whether 
we survey Christian nations or those 
yet unevangelized.” In support of 
this assertion, we are referred to 
the immense necessities of our own 
country, and the still more distress- 
ing and appalling condition of the 
heathen. We will confine our at- 
tention to the former; and who that 
has ever thought of them, but be- 
lieves they are fully adequate to au- 
thorize the most humiliating lamen- 
tations? Notwithstanding all the ad- 
vancement of our country in civili- 
zation and refinement; how insuffi- 
cient still, according to the most fa- 
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vourable calculations, is the number 
ef ministers in the oldest and most 
evangelized states, for the wide- 
ness and plenteousness of the field! 
Of the mournful deficiency of 
faithful and qualified ministers, to 
teach the ignorant, and call the 
wicked to the ways of God, in those 
vast countries, whose forests the 
ranks of emigration have but late- 
ly invaded, and where the bless- 
ings of common education, are but 
little proportionate to the number of 
the people; no one of the least ac- 
quaintance with the state of his coun- 
try, can be ignorant. The wants are 
universal, melancholy, overwhelm- 
ing: and the worst of them is, that 
they swell so fast above the powers 
in use to reduce them, extending 
every day, and presenting a prospect 
of things to come, which, it would 
seem, nothing scarcely but some re- 
turn of apostolic powers and suc- 
cess Can avert. 


“Look abroad, Brethren, upon those 
thousands and tens of thousands of your 
countrymen who are perishing for lack 
of knowledge, and let your compassions 
be kindled within you. To them, the 
Sabbath brings no blessing, and nothing 
to distinguish it from other days, but 
idleness and a free indulgence in crimi- 
nal pleasures. To them, no ambassador 
of Heaven delivers the message of re- 
conciliation, and makes known the terms 
of pardon. In their dwellings the voice 
of prayer and praise is never heard;—no 
minister of Jesus stands by their sick 
bed, to teach them the use of affliction, 
and whisper comfort to their departing 
souls, by the sweet assurance of the re- 
surrection to eternal life. Though here 
and there, an individual amongst them 
casts back a wishful and mourning look 
upon the privileges they have left be- 
hind; yet, in general, no beseeching cry 
is sent forth from their habitations for 
the instructions and ordinances of our 
holy religion. They live without God, 
and die without hope. The most dis- 
tressing statements respecting the reli- 

ious state of our new settlements, have 
™m time to time been laid before the 
public; these it is unnecessary to repeat. 
as they have probably been seen by the 
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majority of my hearers; suffice it to say, 
that they have been presented as the 
result of strict inquiry or personal obser- 
vation, and hold out the most appalling 
prospect that without a vast increase 
the efforts which are now made by our 
different Christian communities, a congi- 
derable portion of the population of our 
country, will relapse into a state of hea- 
then ignorance and irreclaimable un- 
godliness and vice.” 


Loud and solemn as is the call for 
the exertions and prayers of all our 
christians, and all our patriots, and 
all among us who love their fellow- 
creatures, in consequence of the 
destitute condition of their country; 
it comes with an emphasis peculi- 
arly awakening to Protestant Epis- 
copalians. 


“The increase of our Church bears no 
proportion to the rising glory and rapid- 
ly extending population of our country. 
Here and there we behold a new church 
reared up, as a monument to the honour 
of God our Saviour:— but in other sec- 


_ tions of the country, where once our 





Temples were numerous, and our con- 
gregations flourishing, we behold the 
melancholy spectacle of a Church totter- 
ing and decaying, as if palsied with dis- 


| ease or sinking under the infirmities of 


age, while all the literary, political, and 
money making establishments around 
her, are young, vigorous, and flourish- 
ing, like the country to which they be- 
long. It is not my wish to harrow up 
your feelings by a minute description of 
the ruins and desolations of our Zion, so 
well known to those who are acquainted 
with the condition of our Church in the 
southern section of the country. There 
are churches, once filled with worship- 
pers, whose sacred walls are now desert- 
ed. No heralds of the Cross enter them 
to publish the glad tidings of redeeming 
love;—no penitent sinners bow in sup- 
plication before the Altars;—and never 
do the arches resound with songs of 
thanksgiving and praise. In exten- 
sive districts of Maryland and Virginia, 
there is a tion, unce favour- 
ed with the mi ions of the Sanctu- 
ary, now living without Churches, with- 
out Pastors, without Sabbaths. So that 


' we take only this limited view of the 
field for ministerial exertion, we may say, 








“the harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few.” 


_ Under the second head of this 
discourse, is considered *‘the kind of 
labourers that must be employed in 
this momentous work.” The peti- 
tion of the text implies that they 
“must be sent of God.” The ne- 
cessity of this sending, as distin- 
guished from an assumption of *the 
duties of the ministry without a re- 
gular introduction to the office,”’ is 
fiere considered, in conformity to the 
sentiments of the 23d Article of Re- 
ligion. The Preacher thence pro- 
ceeds to a particular inquiry, rela- 
tive to the meaning of that Article: 
or, in other words, as to what is a 
call to the ministry, according to 
the sentiments of ourChurch. To 
this important question, a large part 
of the discourse is devoted, and not 
without propriety—whether we con. 
sider the excellence, the moderation 
and the force of the observations it 
contains, or the frequency, in the 
minds of those who of all others 
should be best informed on this sub- 
ject, of views the mosi obscure and 
unauthorized. 

It is asked, whether it is the mean- 
ing of the Article, that labourers are 
sent forth by the Lord only dy an 
outward ordination. The Preacher 
asserts the negative: and maintains, 
that while the Lord has delegated 
to others the work of admitting men 
to the ministrv, he has reserved to 
himself the bestowment of the spiri- 
tual qualifications; and that both 
these, the spiritual qualifications from 
the Lord and the admission by ordi- 
nation from the hands of men, “are 
necessary to constitute a regular and 
useful minister of the New Testa- 
ment.” The truth of this is suffi- 
ciently evident from the fact, that 


“The Bishop, before he imposes hands 
to convey even the limited authorities of 
the Diaconal office, ires from the 
cand datc a declafation that ‘he trusts’ — 
i. ©. is firmly persuaded, “that he is in- 
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wardly moved by the Holy Ghost, to take 
upon him this office and ministration, te 
serve God, for the promoting of hie glory 
and the edifying of his people.” 


The question now occurs as to 
what we are “to understand by this 
motion of the Holy Ghost, prepara- 
tory to the ministerial work.” In 
replying to this, our author pursues 
a middle way, in relation to the two 
extremes of fanatics on the one hand, 
and formalists on the other; which, 





for correctness of views and felicity 
of delineation, deserves to be pre- 
sented as much at large as our space 
will permit. 


“Are we to suppose that every minis- 
ter of the Gospel in our day, is as clear- 


| ly and distinctly called to the work, as 


were the Prophets and Apostles of eld? 
That he receives his commission by an 


| audible voice from Heaven—in a vision 
. of the night—or by an inexplicable, and 


perhaps insane impression upon his mind? 
Such a sentiment would sanction the le. 
velling spirit of the age; prostrate the 
fence which Christ has placed around 


| his Church, by providing for a regular 


succession in the ministrv; make all Fc- 
clesiastical law and order useless and 
oppressive; and abandon the Church to 
the weak instructions and wayward gov- 
ernment of men, who, without any suita- 
ble qualifications, had sufficient fervour 
of imagination. to fancy themselves the 
subjects of such a miraculous call. 
“Are we then to suppose that nothing 
more is intended by this motion of the 
Holy Ghost, than a desire to be useful 
to the Church and our fellow-men, toge- 
ther with the possession of such literary 
and moral qualifications as “may be 
brought to the test of an outward stan- 
dard,” and that in fact no special Divine 
agency is to be expected in the case?— 
This would be, to reduce the ministry to 
a level with any other profession, which 
men choose for themselves,—and pre- 
pare for the discharge of its duties, by 
the cultivation of their talents and a pre- 
scribed course of reading and study:—it 
would be, to rob the Lord of all agency 
in selecting the instraments by which 
| his own work is to be performed:—and 

to open a floodgate by which the deso- 


, lating streams of ungodliness and errowr 
| voull 


flow in upon the sanctuary. 
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“We may safely declare that no man |; 


ean have any reasonable ground to trust 
that he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon him the work and 
office of the ministry, unless he has been 
previously called to the knowledge of 
God’s grace and faith in him “by his spi- 
rit working in due season; till he thro 

grace obeys the calling;—is justified 





freely, and made a son of God by adop- 
tion.”* For how can he direct others in 
a path which he has neither seen nor 
trod? How can he lay open the secrets 
of other bosoms, and disclose to view 
the corruptions which are there conceal- 
ed; who has never discovered the mvs- 
teries of iniquity in his own bosom, nor 
felt that his heart is “deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked?” How 
can he direct trembling and awakened 
sinners to .'esus, the only Saviour; who 
has never himself “fled to him for re- 
fuge, to lay hold on the hope set before 


——— 





us?” How can he comfort the despond- 
ing and afflicted followers of Christ, who | 
has never himself experienced the con- 
svlations of the Holy Ghost? How can 
he eflectually warn others against the 
corruptions of the world and allure 
them to spiritual pleasures, who is him- | 
self a slave of the world, and a stranger | 
to the pure and sublime delights of 
communion with our God?” 

EPut there must be something in | 
the motion of the Holy Ghost upon 
the mine of one whon: he calls to the 
ministry, by which it may be distin- 
guished from that experienced by 
Christians in general. Else might 
every child of God, apply for ordina- 
tion, with the supposition that he is 
“inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost 
to trke on him this office and minis- 
tration.” The necessary distinction 
is thus explained: 


“He not only feels as St. Paul did 
when he declared—“the love of Christ 
constraineth us;’—but can enter into | 
those more peculiar and heart stirring 
emotions which filled the soul of the 
great Apostle when he exclaimed,— 
“Woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
Gospel!” Though he may have such 
clear discoveries of the momentous du- 





ties and dread responsibilities of the 
Clerical Office, that he would gladly 
shrink back, under a sense of his own 
unfitness; yet, there is a constraining 

* See 17th Article, 
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influence upon his heart, drawing him 
on to the holy employment to which he 
has been divinely appointed; an influ- 
ence so powerful, as to produce a settled 
conviction that he would be unhappy in 
any other occupation of life: and that the 
joys and pleasures of his temporal exis- 
tence, at least, will be blighted, if he 
gives not himself to the work of the 
Lord Under the influence of which we 
have spoken, the man called of God, is 
enabled to overcome every obstacle 
which his condition or circumstances in 
life may present; to answer every objec- 
tion which flesh and blood may suggest; 
and at length, to give himself up, with 
full purpose of hear', to the work, say- 


‘ing “here am | Lord, send me:”’—take 


me, poor and worthless instrument as I 
am, and employ me in any sphere, and 
in any way thou seest fit, for the promo- 
tion of thy glory and the salvation of 
immortal souls! Happy labourers, who 
are thus thrust forth into the field by the 
Lord of the harvest! The Lord will be 
with then. in their work, and they shall 
have ‘souls for their hire.’ ” 


Having mentioned, as one cha- 
racteristic of the kind of labourers 
requisite for the Gospel harvest, that 
they must be sent, and having ex- 
plained the sense of the Church, in 
relation to this point, our author pro- 
ceeds to another feature in the cha- 
racter of “an able and successful 
minister.” He must possess “a 
considerable share of Auman talent 
and learning.” The force, and, we 
would say, the eloquence with which 
this position is illustrated and sus- 
tained, are not very frequently met 
with in the effusions of the pulpit. 
It is hoped, the subject has become 
so well understood by those in ge- 
neral, who are likely to peruse thid 
review, that we may be excused in 
confining ourselves to a single ex- 
tract. The following passage dis- 
tinguishes so accurately and so ex- 
cellently the proper place for hu- 
man aids, in connexion with the in- 
fluences of the Spirit, in the work 
of the ministry, as not to be easily 
passed without notice: 


“God forbid, that I shonld give the 
slightest countenance to the opinion, 
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that the highest attainments even in 
those branches of knowle which are 


most closely connected with our profes- 
sion, may be a substitute for an experi- 
ence of grace in the heart, or serve any 
higher purpose than that of being orna- 
ments and auxiliaries of that spirit of our 
holy office which cometh down from 
above. No! Judas Iscariot was an Apos- 
tle of Christianity, and perhaps defend- 
ed and inculcated its principles with as 
much ability as any of his associates; but 
he perished in hisiniquity, and “went to 
his own place.” St. Paul tells us, that 
“we may have “all knowledge,” so as to 
understand not only the plainer matters, 
but even the mysteries of the Gospel; 
and yet die as a fool dieth, because des- 
titute of that “charity” without which 
all other attainments are but as “sound- 
ing brass and tinkling cymbals.” A man 
may be familiar with the whole routine 
of Christianity as to doctrines of faith and 
rules of practice: he may have travelled 
through all the various departments of 
Theological science, scattering the light 
of a powerful intellect su advantageous- 
ly, as to illustrate every dark and ob- 
scure corner in the wide field of his in- 
pos tere and yet, he may serve only 
asa flaming beacon to light others into 
the pathway of life, while dazzled and 
blinded by his own brilliancy, he urges 
onward in the path which leads to the 
regions of euter darkness. Ah! Bre- 
thren, let us never be satisfied with that 
cold and speculative knowledge which 
ee around the head but sheds no 
indly influence upon the heart. Men 
of the highest intellects and attainments, 
must stand before the same bar and un- 
dergo the same judgment with the 
weakest of mankind. If on that day, we 
are condemned as unholy beings, what 
satisfaction will it afford us, that we 
knew beforehand the principles by 
which the judge would be governed, 
and the end to which our present courses 
would conduct us? ‘What comfort will 
be derived from reflecting on the light 
and knowledge we possessed upon earth, 
when we are shut up in that dark prison 
whose dungeons will never be 


cheered with the feeble illumination of 
a solitary ray!” 

In addition to the other characte- 
ristics ofan able and faithful minister, 
the Preacher finishes the present de- 

rtment of bis discourse, by assert- 
ing and enforcing the necessity of 
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“certain moral qualities and traits of 
character.” Among these are men- 
tioned, the diligence in his business, 
the fervour of spirit, the self-denial, 
the zeal, the patience, meekness, 
and all that disposition to endure 
hardness, so necessary to constitute 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.— 
Were we to determine the space to 
be allotted to the several subjects of 
this discourse, by their comparative 
importance, we should devote a 
volume at once to those we have 
just enumerated. They are here 
enforced with great energy; but the 
object for which this sermon was 
peculiarly delivered, requires that 
we proceed to the last division:-— 
“The means which must be em- 
ployed for obtaining the needful 
supply of faithful ministers.” 

‘Pray ye the Lord of the har- 
vest.” Nothing can be done by in- 
dividuals or the Church—either for 
our own souls or for the kingdom of 
God,—but with earnest and perse- 
vering prayer. We must pray as 
well as strive, that the kingdom of 
our Lord may come, and his will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.— 
We must unitedly pray that the 
Lord’s “ways may be known upon 
earth, his saving health unto all na- 
tions.” 


“Let this paramount object, hold a 
prominent station in all our prayers. In 
the daily exercises of the closet;—in the 
devotions of the family;—and in the 
more public services of social worship; 
let it be our earnest and importunate 
cry—a petition which shall be accompa- 
nied with all the energy of our faith, and 
all the fervour of our love,—‘Lord, arise 
and have mercy upon Zion! let the time 
to favour her, speedily come! thrust out 
faithful labourers into thy harvest!’” 


But we must de something more 
than pray. We must labour in our 
fields, as well as expect the showers 
of heaven, or no harvest will appear. 
If we would conscientiously comply 
with the text, we must no more se- 
parate the bestowment of whatever 
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we can give, whether of labour or of 
property, from our repeated suppli- 
cation, than be contented in the bu- 
siness of our own souls, with prayer 
without watchfulness and all dili- 
gence. It is downright hypocrisy, 
to beseech the Lord to bless his 
Church, while we clench our hands 
upon the very blessings he has en- 
trusted to us for that purpose. 

“He, who has said “the silver and 
the gold are mine,’”’ has impressed the 
hearts of some of his wealthy servants 
with a strong sense of their obligations 
to the Church; and through their prince- 
ly liberality, Theological Seminaries 
have been endowed, where every facility 
is afforded for training up a body of able, 
faithful and efficient ministers of the 
cross. These institutions will, we trust, 
like so many living fountains, send forth 
refreshing and fertilizing streams into 
different sections of the garden of our 
Lord. But ah! Brethren, there are ma- 
ny young men in our country, whose 
hearts burn with love to Christ, and 
compassion for souls, who look with 
longing, but hopeless, desires, towards 
those fountains of theological science— 
whose refreshing and salutary waters 
they can never taste of, because poverty 
closes the avenue, and prevents their 
- approach. [If it be true as applicable to 

the whole body of Christ’s followers, it 
is much more emphatically true of the 
body of his ministers, that “not many 
rich, not many noble are called.” Our 
Saviour, very generally in this age, as 
he did in the infancy of the Church, 
chooses his ministers from among the 

oor of this world; and in this, his wis- 

om is strikingly manifested, because 
their habits, and expectations in life, 
form a preparation for the self-de- 
nial and privations, to which their pro- 
fession will expose them. 

“For the education of the poor whom 
he has called to this holy work, Christ 
makes a strong claim upon the charity , 
of his Church. To recognize the jus- 
tice of this claim, and to glorify the 
Master by efforts to answer it so far as 
this section of the Church is concerned, 
is the noble object of the society which 
this day commends itself to your bene- 
volence and your prayers. 

“Tu say that it is designed to aid in 
the good work of thrusting forth labour- 
érs into the Lord’s harvest, is to pro- 


a. 


REV. MR. HENSHAW’S SERMON. 








nounce its highest eulogy. And I have 













too long trespassed on your patience, to 
make that appeal in its behalf, which I 
am confident your own pious a 
would anticipate, and your own liberal- 
ity would be prompt to answer. Do 
you long to tread in the footsteps of 
those, who are following Jesus, and a- 
dorning the Gospel of God our Saviour 
in all things? I could tell you of a Phil- 
lips, a Bartlett, a Sherred, and others, 
who have consecrated fortunes to this 
“labour of love.” 1 could point to that 
ornament of our country, “the American 
Education Society,” under whose bene- 
ficent patronage, more than two hun- 
dred sons of the Churches in different 
parts of this extensive republic, are now 
preparing to preach amongst their pe- 
rishing fellow sinners “the unsearchable 
riches of Christ;” and say unto you, “go 
and do likewise.”” Are you compassion- 
ate? Let your hearts feel, for the thou- 
sands and tens of thousands in your own 
country, who are destitute of the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel,—and for the six 
hundred millions of your fellow men, 
who are still lying in darkness and the 
shadow of death, “without God, and 
without hope in the world.” Do you 
love the Lord Jesus Christ? Let his 
love constrain you to “feed his sheep 
and his lambs.” Let your attachment 
to him be manifested, by extending aid 
to those youthful soldiers of the cross, 
whose hearts are panting with ardour to 
be engaged in the warfare ayainst the 
powers of darkness, but have not the 
means to harness themselves for the bat- 
tle. Do you desire the prosperity of 
Zion? ‘Think, if there be any means by 
which you can more effectually promote 
it, than by aiding in the preparation of 
men, who shall stand as dithtal watch. 
men upon her towers; guard her against 
the assaults of enemies; and allure and 
invite wandering and perishing sinners, 
to take refuge within her hallowed and 
peaceful walls? You know not, what 
brightness of talent and fervours of pie- 
ty, your liberality may bring out from 
useless and inglorious obscurity, to be 
employed for ornament and service in 
the Church of God. Who knows, that 
among the beneficiaries of this society, 
there may not be another Buchanan, 
who shall wake up a slumbering Church! 
—or, another Martyn, who, like some 
bright angel of mercy, passing over our 
planet, shall be employed in scattering 
the rays of Divine hght and consolation 


amidst the thick darkness of the Heathen 
world!” 
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It is most ardently to be hoped, 
that the intrinsic excellence of the 
institution for which this discourse 
was preached, united with the im- 
portance of the measures now in 
progress for the fulfilment of i's pur- 
poses, will move the benevolence of 
those who are able to contribute to 
the work of the Lord. The T eo- 
logical Mstitution lately commenced 
in Alexandria, under the auspices of 
the Education Society, has acquired 
a respectability, as to the number of 
students and the advantages of im- 
provement, much beyond what its 
friends anticipated in so short a time. 
The beneficiaries of the Society, 


‘are more numerous at present, than 


ever. But applications for assist- 
ance, in favour of young men of the 
most promising aid deserving cia- 
racter, are frequently arriving; and 
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it is feared, that, notwithstanding all 
the urgent necessities of the Charch, 
the reiterated petitions of long desti- 
tute parishes, and the painfulness of 
sending back in discouragement and 
despair, the anxious applicant whose 
heart buras to carry the Gospel to 


_ his perishing fellow-creatures;—the 


limited means of the Society will 
oblige the Managers to decline the 
prayer of many such, unless the 
friends o: religion wi.l authorize their 
compliance. With whata plentiful 
interest will he be rewarded, who, 
in lending his money to the Lord by 
a method like this, becomes instru- 
mental in sending out to thousands 
a messenger of eternal salvation, 
who.n the Lord may bless to the 
turning of multitudes to righteous- 
ness! 


Foreign Intelligence. 
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LETTER FROM MR. KING, 


Jerusalem, May 10, 1823. 

Dear Sir.—We left[ Egypt on 
Monday the 7th of April, and after 
having suffered much from the 
scorching winds of the desart, and 
for want of water, we had the hap- 
piness to enter “the promised land.” 
We arrived at Gaza, in the land of 
the Philistines, Saturday the 19th, 
where we spent the ensuing Sab- 
bat*, and distributed about forty co- 
piea of the New Testament, the 
Psalter and Genesis. Leaving Ga- 
za, we passed by Ashkeion through 
Ashdod, and arrived at Jaffa the 22d. 
Thursday the 24th, we left Jaffa, 
(formerly Joppa,) and passing 
through Kamla (the ancient Arima- 
thea, )arrived at Jerusalem on Friday 
the 25th, just one week before the 
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passover, as kept by the Oriental 
Christians. 

Mr. Fisk and myself have taken 
lodgings on Mount Calvary, in one 
of the Greek convents, called the 
‘Convent of the Archangel.” Mr. 
Wolff has taken lodgings with his 
brethren the Jews, to whom he dai- 
ly expounds Moses and the Pro- 
phets, “persuading them concernr 
ing Jesus from morning till even- 
ing.” We are all in pretty good 
health, though much wearied in bo- 
dy and mind. 

Our situation here is as tranquil, 
and our prospects as favourable, as 
we could expect. Since our arri- 
val, we have sold about seventy, and 
gave away about forty, New Testa- . 
ments, besides between five and six 
hundred tracts. The greater part 
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of these were distributed within four 
or five days after our arrival. We 
have sometimes had thirty call up- 
on usin a day, to purchase the Holy 
Scriptures, with which we are una- 


ble to supply them, on account of 


our boxes of Bibles, which we sent 
from Alexandria to Bariout three 
months ago, not having arrived. 1 
am, Dear Sir, yours affectionately 
Jonas KING. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. King, 
to Rev Ebenezer Porter. D. D. 
of Andover, dared Grand Cairo 
Sunday evening, 30th March, 
1823. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Two days 
since, | received your very affec- 
tionate letter of Nov. 19.h, and also 
the letter of Mrs. Porter, addressed 
to me and Mr. Fisk. I cannot ex- 
press to you the joy these letters 
gave me. If you could spend three 


months in Egyft, you.would know 


how mucha letter from America 1s 
worth. The prophecy of Ezekiel, 
with regard to this people, is literal- 
ly fulfilled. “It shall be the basest 
among the nations.”’ I feel as though 
misery lives here incarnate. The 
Turks walk about in pride, while the 
people groan under the deepest op- 
pression The country is fertile and 
beautiful, and migiit be one of the 
happiest places in the world; but 
the people live in poverty, and are 
clothed in rags. They are ignorant 
and degraded and vicious. I thought 
I had seen something of vice in 
America, and in France, but those 
countries, I had almost said, are 
pure compared with this. Every 
sin enumerated by St. Paul, in th 
first chapter of his Epistle to the 
Romans, (verses 26, 27, 28, 29, 3v. 
and 31.) is literally committed here 
without a blush and without any ap 
parent remorse. O how importan' 
to brig among them the pure prin 
ciples of the Gospel. But whoe « 
comes here to labour as a mission 
ry; must not be afraid to die; or at 
VoL. 5....No. 6.—C ¢ 
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. myself, have distributed among them 
about eight hundred copies of the 
| Bible, or parts of it, and about two 
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least, he must have that submission, 
that will enable him to drink a bitter 
cup, and say, “not my will, but 
thine be done” I hope, that God 
is pouring out his Spirit on your Se- 
minary, and raising up some voun 
men, who, in a few years, will gi 
up their loins, and come out to the 
combat, which must be fought with 
the bloody followers of the false Pro- 
phet, before the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the ‘kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ.’ I say, 
“which must be fought.” Itis pos- 
sible, that God may cause some 
mighty overturning here. which may 
make the troduction of the Gospel 
among Mahometans, easy. Unless 
he should do this, I see no way, but 
that Missionaries must come out 
with the primitive spirit of Christi- 
anity, and boldly proclaim Jesus 
Christ in ghe midst of fiery tribulae 
tions and death 

I speak of Mahometans. A pru- 
dent Missionary might be stationed 
at Grand Cairo, and labour among 


the Coptic Christians, Franks and 


Jews; probably, without much dan- 
Mr. Fisk, and Mr. Wolff and 


thousand Tracts: (a few we have 
given t© Mussulmen.) These, I 
hope, may be like the night fires of 
the Arabs, illumining many a little 
circle, who may assemble to hear 
them read; while we are waiting with 
anxiety the appearance of the Son 
of righteousness. The Lord has 
given us worldly success, and bless- 
ed be hisname. Dear Sir, will you 
not recommend to the students un- 
der your-care, to remember in their 
devotions, the Land of Egypt, and 
the house of bondage. I have been 
here about three months; ard every 
day has been full of interest. I am 
expecting to enter the desert, an’ if 
‘ do not fall in the wilderness, to en- 
‘er soon the promised lan ; the jour 
ney will be abuut sixteen days, over 
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barren burning sands. We shall 
sy on camels, and lodge in tents.— 
his will be truly oriental. How I 
shall endure such a journey, I know 
not. But God has preserved me 
thus far, and will preserve me so 
long as shall be best. I am affec- 
tionately, Yours, . Jonas Kine. 


—— 
From the Christian Guardian for June. 


SUMMARY 
Of the last Report of the Church Mission- 
ary Society. 

It commenced with an expression 
of gratitude to different friends, for 
their assistance in visiting the vari- 
ous auxiliary societies during the 
past year. It noticed the vast in- 
crease of the Society’s funds and 
exertions. During the first thirteen 
years, the gross amount of its re- 
ceipts only amounted to. £22,000; 
in the last year alone, they had re- 
ceived upwards of £32,000. It 
stated, that the most promising fields 
of usefulness were opening on every 
side; that the missions to Africa and 
India, might be extended with the 
utmost facility and success; and that 
had the Society one hundred more 
missionaries, and funds equal to their 
support, they might be advantage- 
ously placed and employed. The 
Report then adverted to the increas- 
ing number of missionaries. In the 
tenth year of the Society, they had 
only nine missionaries employed, 
not one of whom was an English 
clergyman; they have now more than 
NINETY European missionaries, of 
whom, rwenty Two are English 
clergymen. No less than nineteen 
labourers had been sent out to their 
respective destinations during the 
past year. The offers for mission- 
ary service were very numerous, 
and the Committee endeavoured to 
use the utmost care in the selection 
of those which were accepted. Fif- 
ty-seven persons had offered their 
services during the past year, of 
whom eighteen had been accepted, 
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iwenty-seven declined, and twelve 
were still under consideration. — 
Twenty-two students were now pre- 
paring at the Society’s expense for 
future service. 

The society have now no less han 
TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY native 
labourers of various descriptions; 
many most intelligent, assiduous, 
and devoted characters. The so- 
ciety need only refer to the names 
of Abdool Messee, and Mr. Bowley, 
as examples, whose steady course 
proves that native teachers are «very 
way competent to form and instruct 
Christian churches. Nor is the 
African mission destitute of similar 
characters, who undergo a degree 
of exertion which no European can 
sustain, and of whom our mission- 
aries state that they teach schools, 
distribute rations, plan buildings, 
and superintend their erection, visit 
the sick, and, in short, as Mr. John- 
son expresses it, do any thing and 
every thing; so that he can never 
sufficiently praise God for such as- 
sistance. With these examples be- 
fore 1s, what should discourage us 
from hoping, that God will raise 
up sufficient teachers from among 
themselves, to supply the wants of 
the perishing heatuen? Nothing is 
wanting to effect this, but the Divine 
blessing on our exertions. Alrea- 
dy, nearly twenty African youths 
are preparing for instructors of their 
countrymen. Meanwhile, from eve- 
ry part of the world, and especially 
from the East, from Calcutta, Co- 
tym, &c. more assistance is earnest- 
ly required. They call for more 
devoted missionaries; and if such 
can be found who have been well 
instructed in our own universities, 
they might be most advantageously 
employed in training up future pas- 
tors to the heathen, who might 
prove of incalculable benefit to suc- 
ceeding generations. ‘Fhe urgency 
of the case, and the indispensable 
necessity of communicating a more 
appropriate instruction to the mis- 
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sionaries sent forth by this Society, 
have determined the Committee, 
after much deliberation, to form a 
Sen inary under their own immedi- 
ate inspection; and they have in con- 
sequence purchased suitable pre- 
mises at Islington, consisting of a 
house, offices, and garden, &c.; in 
addition to which they are about to 
erect a plain substantial building for 
the accommodation of twenty stu- 
dents, confidently trusting that the 
liberality of the Christian public will 
enable them to complete this impor- 
tant object without encroaching on 
the regular annual income of the 
Seciety, which is barely equal to 
the current expenditure. The ex- 


pense of the purchase, buildings 
and necessary furniture, will amount 
to the sum of ten thousand pounds, 
which the Committee hope may be 
raised by a separate subscription. 
The Committee express their full 
conviction, that the proposed plan 


will not only be found most effec- 
tual in the preparation of suitable 
missionaries, but that it will even- 
tually prove, in a pecuniary point of 
view, the most economical. 

In reviewing the nine missions of 
the Society, the Report commences 
with the most uncivilized part, the 
Nortu-west American Mission, 
of which there is as yet little to com- 
municate. The Rev Mr. West is 
expected shortly in this country to 
take out his family; and the Rev. 
Mr. Jones has recently been ordain- 
ed to go out as am assistant to this 
station. The Committee, are, how- 
ever, strongly encouraged to the 
cultivation of this important and ex- 
tensive field, by the representations 
of that zealous and enterprising tra- 
veller, Capt. Franklin. 

The Report next adverts to the 
New Zeatanp Mission. The dif- 
ficulties arising from the conduct of 
Shunghee were noticed in the last 
Report. His object in coming to 
this country is now clearly ascertain- 
ed to have been, that of procuring 
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arms and ammunition; and in addi- 
tion to those he by various means 
procured here, on his arrival at Port 
Jackson he sold the valuable pre- 
sents which had been given him by 
the Society, and by many benevo- 
lent individuals, and purchased a 
formidable number of military wea- 
pons for the gratification of his cor- 
rupt disposition. The grace of 
God, however, encourages his ser: 
vants to hope, that their labours and 
sacrifices shall notbe in vain. Had 
all who have been employed in their 
service maintained their Christian 
integrity, the Committee would have 
had no fear of the result; but they 
are compelled to record, that they 
have been under the painful neces- 
sity of separating two members from 
the Society’s service on account of 
their misconduct. There are, how- 
ever, still seventeen persons engag- 
ed in this mission. Notwithstand- 
ing every discouragement, it has 
produced very beneficial effects; 
and while the late events call loudly 
for the exercise of faith and patience, 
the missionaries need not book far 
to derive encouragement under the 
most trying circumstances. “J 
had,” says Mr. Marsden, “a hard 
battle to fight for several years, on 
account of some unprincipied men 
who came out as missionaries from 
the London Society. The Direc- 


tors of that Institution, after spend- 


ing several thousand pounds, feared 
that they should be compelled to 
give allup. I never had but one 
opinion, namely, that they would 
eventually succeed, and God has 
abundantly blessed their exertions 
in Taheite, &c.”” This Society has 
but, indeed, to read its own pro- 
ceedings for encouragement, and 
especially those relating to 

The West Arrican Mission. 
In commencing this mission, the 
colony of Sierra Leone was not pri- 
marily contemplated. Unforeseen 
circumstances have collected on 


that spot 17,000 inhabitants, of 
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whom. 45.000*are negroes, and 
nearly 10.000 liberated slaves. The 
Society have here twenty eight Eu- 
ropean labourers, assisted by a 
great number. of native teachers. 
Captain Sabine, of the Royal Engi- 
neers, after spending six weeks in 
the colony, states, that the represen- 
tation of the improved condition of 
‘the negroes is perfectly true; and 
that he is perspaded there is not to 
be seen in the world a community 
so large and, so irreproachable. 
This community, the Committee 
remark, is founded on the word of 
God, which renders other laws al- 
most unnecessary, of which some 
pleasing instances were related. 

From the MepirerranFan Mis- 
sion. the Committee report, that it 
acquires increasing importance from 
year to year. Mr. Jowett, who has 
recently returned to Malta, states, 
that he has received authority to 
establish a printing-press, under cer- 
tain regulations, which authorize 
him to do more than he is at present 
able to effect 

In adverting to Inp1a. and refer- 
ring to the Bishop’s College at Cal- 
cutta, the Committee, record their 
deep feeling of the loss sustained 
by the removal of Bishop Middle- 
ton, a loss under which they derive 
great consolation from the appoint- 
ment of his successor, whose past 
Services in the missionary cause af- 
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ford the most indisputable pledge of 
his future exertions. 
then notices the good effect produc- | 
ed by the native schools, and quotes | 
Mr. Corrie’s testimony tothe order, | 
attention, and quickness with which | 
the scholars mutually corrected | 


their mistakes in a late ination 
of the schools at Burd result 
the more surprising w trast- 


ed with the apathy of the native 
character. 

Similar reports are received from 
the Society’s missions in Mapras 
Tranquespar. &c. The number of 


children in the schools is between 3 


The Report | 
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and 400, and many who have been 
educated there have from various 
causes left. The exertions of the 
Society on behalf of the Syrian 
churches are at present carried on 
under the sanction and with the as- 
sistance of the Honourable Compa- 
ny’s resident, Col. Newhall. The 
Rev. Mr. Hough states, that the 
wants of India are beyond calcula- 
tion; that they cannot hope to be 
supplied from Europe, but their 
best dependence must be fixed on 
the country-born descendants of 
Europeans. The Roman Catholics 
have for some time used this class 
for the service of their missions; 
but in order to render them avail- 
able, the instructions of well-educat- 
ed men are indispensable. 

At Cryton, the Society report 
they have eleven European labour- 
ers and twenty-three native assist- 
ants. Their schools contain 500 
children, of whom about one-eighth 
are girls. The mention of female 
children leads to a subject of incal- 
culable importance; wherever boys’ 
schools are instituted, the natives 
begin to expect girls’ schools also. 
This is joyful intelligence to those 
who know that the degraded state 
of the females tends even more than 
caste itself to retard the progress of 
Christianity. Miss Cooke speaks 
of the success she has niet with in 
the female schools at Calcutta, but 
declares it impossible to be satisfied 
while so many are perishing in ig- 
norance. A hope is expressed, 
that at the approaching examination 
twenty young persons may be re- 
commended to some principal na- 
tives, as qualified to become teach- 
ers in their families. The Commit- 
tee express their earnest desire, that 
the ladies who have united to en- 
courage the education of the natives 
may double their exertions, and thus 
effectually terminate the horrid prac- 
tice of self-immolation. 

In closing the Report, the Come 


mittee advert to the progress the 
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Society has made. At the end c:|! send pounds is daily raised for the 
the first ten years the Society hac}, evangelizing of the world. The 
only about 200 scholars, they have jj Society possesses great local acvane 
now 1!,000. They had not morc || tages in the stations it occupies; it 
than twenty hearers, they have now || meets with considerable favour from 
mary thousands; they had not one }} persons in power both at home and 
single convert, they have now above || ebroad; four heads of colleges in 
a thousand stated communicants: || our universities have been added to 
and while they are thus successtt!. }} the list of its Vice-Presidents dur- 
their coadjutors in all other missio: |] ing the past year, besides various 
ary societies meet with similar pros |] «ther persons distinguished for rank 
perity. An interest in the conve: [| or station. But great as are our 
sion of the heathen is common | | trophies, far more remains yet to 
all. An union in prayer for th }} be done; and long-continued and 
outpouring of the Spirit generally |} strenuous exertions must be used 
prevails. The sum now annually |} before the divine promises are ful- 
raised is magnificent compared with |} filled; and that manifestation of the 
the former penury, however small jj divine giory takes place in which 
in comparison-ot the magnitude of || we are encouraged to hope. 

the object. More than one thou- | 
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REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE , Episcopalians is due to that venera- 
CHURCH, ble society, which was the first in 

Presented to the General Convention of |; tose exertions for the promotion of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in Christianity, that so peculiarly dis 
theo a tinguish the present period, which 
The House of Clerical and Lay || has done, and is still doing so much 
Deputies, in compliance with tle |! for extending the influence of pure 
45th Canon of 1808, have taken @]/ and undefiled religion. on this sul 
general view of the state of the }} on the other continent—the Society 
Church, and send the same, as re- || i, England for Propagating the Gos- 
quired by the said Canon, to the || ,¢1 in Foreign Parts. Since the last 
House of Bishops. report of the general state of the 
Vermont. Church, a church has been conse- 

There has been a gradual and || crated at Manchester; the church at 
steady advancen-ent of the Church || Windsor has been finished and con- 
in this State, since the last meeting a v0 i ral that does preat cre- 






of the triennial Convention. By a || dit to zeal and liberality of the 
late decision of the Supreme Court || Episcopalians of that town, especial- 
of the United States, a large amount || ly to the munificence of one indivi- 
of landed property is expected to || dual; the contribution of the Hon. 
come into the possession of the |} Jonathan H. Hubbard, in the land 
Church, which will afford a perme- || on which it is built, and in money to 
hent revenue for the support of the || build it, amounting to more than two 
clergy, for which the gratitude of |j thousand dollars; a church is now 



















ready for consecration in the town of 
Berkshire, and another has been 
commenced this season in the town 
of Bethel. The number of com- 
municants has very considerably in- 
creased during the three years last 
past; but our clergy have suffered a 
dimmution by the removal of the 
Rev. Mr. Beach, and by the untime- 
ly and lamented death of the Rev. 
Mr. Gray, who was successfully of- 
ficiating in Berkshire and the adja- 
cent towns. A missivnary society 
was organized in this state in 1821, 
which, small as are its means, has 
already been attended with some 
good effects. They are employing 
a missionary, the Rev. Mr. Brai- 
nard. lately ordained a Deacon, in 
the northern parts of the state, who 
gives a favourable account of his 
mission. Still there is much more 
to be done, which we hope, through 
that grace, without which nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy, to see in due 
time accomplished. 
Massachusetts. 

The Church in this Diocess may 
justly be represented as flourishing, 
if we take into view the difficulties 
and trials which it has had to en- 
counter. Notwithstanding the poli- 
tical and religious prejudices which 
operated here with peculiar hostili- 
ty, there were seventeen churches 
founded in Massachusetts proper, 


between the years 1679 and 1774. | 


During the revolution, two clergy- 
men only continued the exercise of 
their public ministrations; yet of the 
seventeen thus founded, fifteen have 
been preserved to this day, through 
evil report and good report; and tho’ 
most of them are small, they are still 
united and striving together for the 
faith of the Gospel. The church- 


es here enumerated, are Trinity 
Church and Christ Church, Boston; 
St. Peter’s, Salem; St. Michael’s, 
Marblehead; St. Paul’s, Newbury- 
por’; Christ Church, Cambridge; 
St. Paul’s, Dedham; St. Andrew’s, 
Hanover; Trinity, Marshfield; Tri- 
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nity, Bridgewater; 
Christ Church, Quincy; , Hop- 
kinton; St. James’s, Great Barring- 
ton; and St. Luke’s, Lanesborough. 

Trinity Church and Christ Church, 
Boston, are full and flourishing.— 
The churches at Newburyport, 
Great-Barrington, and Lanesbo- 
rough, are alsothriving. The church 
at Salem has lately become vacant, 
and is consequently suffering; but 
when again supplied, will doubtless 
regain, and probably increase, its 
former strength. The churches at 
Hanover and Marshfield have been 
for some years united under the 
rectorship of the Rev Mr. Wolcott, 
and areincreasing. Those of Bridge- 
water and Hopkinton are stationary, 
for the want of missionaries, having 
been vacant most of the time since 
the revolution, and kept alive only 
by the occasional services of visiting 
ministers, The Rev. Isaac Boyle 
has been settled, within the last vear, 
at Dedham, where the prospects of 
the increase of the Church are en- 
couraging. Such also is the case 
with the church at Quincy, where 
the Rev. Mr. Cutler is officiating. 
During the present year, an attempt 
has been made to alter the charter 
of the Episcopal parish at Marble- 
head, so as to convert it into an In- 
dependent or Congregational Socie- 
ty. The attempt was occasioned by 
the declining state of this once pros- 
perous church, which has never re- 
covered from the blow it received at 
the revolution. Through the mer- 
ciful Providence of God, this design 
was defeated, and what was meant 
as an occasion of its falling, has been 
the means of increasing its strength. 
—A missionary is now established 
there, and the scattered remnant of 
the flock are returning to the 
fold. At Taunton public service 
has been suspended, in consequence 
of the accidental demolition of the 
small and inconveniently situated 
church which was erected there in 
1767. “Phe members of that con, 


» Taunton; | 
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gregation have of late, however, ex- 
ressed a wish to build in a more 
Rocntable position. In case this 
measure is accomplished, they will 
be supplied with a missionary The 
church at Cambridge, founded in 
the vear 1761, but deserted and al- 
most destroyed during the revolu- 
tion, has languished ever since, hav- 
ing been chiefly supplied by lay rea- 
ders, who were resident graduates 
at Harvard University. Itis now in 
so ruinous a state, that it was thought 
necessary to suspend public wor- 
ship in it in December last; since 
which time it has not been opened. 
The Episcopal students at the Uni- 
versity have amounted, tor a series 
of years, to one seventh of the whole 
number; and this year there are for- 
ty-five, most of whom are from the 
middle and southern states. The 
students are not allowed to come to 
Boston, to attend divine service; and 
the Episcopalians, their own church 
being closed, are required to attend 
constantly at the College chapel. It 
is due, however, to the President of 
the College to state, that he has ex- 
pressed a desire to have the church 
repaired; and provided with a suita- 
ble minister, as a mean of providing 
for the accommodation of those stu- 
dents who profess to be Episcopali- 
ans. If the influence of impressions 
made on the minds of these young 
men during the interesting period of 
collegiate life is properly consider- 
ed, the state of this church will pro- 
duce a feeling of anxious solicitude 
in the bosom of every parent in our 
communion, who wishes to have his 
children enjoy the advantages which 
that distinguished and richly endow- 
ed University offers. The church 
at Cambridge is therefore to be con- 
sidered as a chapel for Episcopal | 
students, and as such, a subject of 
general interest. 
Such is the state of the churches 


~ formed previously to the revolution. 


Since that event, eight new_congre- 
gations have been organi#d, and 











seven of these within the last ten 
years. These are St. Paul’s and St. 
Matthew’s Churches, in Boston; 
St. James’s Church, Greenfield; 
Trinity Church, Montague; St. 
John’s, Ashfield; St. Mary’s, New- 
ton; St. Paul’s Lenox; and 

Church, Springfield. 

It is remarkable that the churches 
formed since the revolution are, gen- 
erally speaking, more vigorous than 
those which existed previously to 
that event. The fact is doubuless to 
be accounted for from the absence 
of those political prejudices which 
were then excited, from the suppos- 
ed inseparable connexion of episco- 
pacy with monarchy. Shortly afier 
the session of the last General Con- 
vention, St. Paul’s Church, Boston, 
which had been built the preceding 
year, was consecrated to the service 
of Almighty God; and is now nearly 
if not quite, equal in numbers to 
Trinity Church. What renders this 
increase a subject of greater thank- 
fulness, is the fact that it has taken 
place without weakening in any re- 
spect the previously existing church- 
es. On the contrary, both Trinity 
and Christ Church are as full, if not 
fuller, than they were before the 
erection of St Paul’s. St. Mat- 
thew’s was unhappily built in South- 
Boston, a new part of the city, con- 
nected with it by a toll-bridge, and 
in which there are few inhabitants, 
most of whom are labourers, and a 
great many of them Irish Roman 
Catholics. It is under the care of 
a lay reader, and is slowly increas- 
ing, but is not likely to have a full 
and permanent congregation for 
many years. 

St. James’s, Greenfield on Con- 
necticut river, is of very few years 
standing, but having been blest by 
the constant services of a zealous 
and faithful pastor, it has become one 
of the most flourishing parishes in 
the State. By his ministrations, the 
two congregations at Ashfield and 
Montague have been recently organ- 
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ized. The former is especially; 
flourishing, and is tne most promis 
ing field for missionary labours in the 
whole State. 

The Church at Springfield, on 
Connecticut river, was organized. 
and fora short time enjoyed the 
ministrations of the Rev. Mr. Rut- 
ledge, of Suuth Carolina. Since he 
left it there has been, it is believed. 
mo service there, excepting when 
_they have been visited by the Bish- 
op, or Mr. Strong, the rector of 
the church at Greenfield. who is 
the only one near them. The want 
of Clergymen to act as missionaries, 
is sensibly felt by this little flock. 

It is not so with the church at 
Newton. 
tion have, with the aid of occasional 
Missiouary labours, for the few years 
since their church was built, and by 
the constant use of the Liturgy. built 
themselves up so, that, during the 
past year, they have elected their 
first rector, and now support him 
without depending on any other than 
their own exertions. 

The church at Lenox, which, tho’ 
mentioned last, was the first formed 
after the 1 evolution, is in a very ilon- 
rishing state, and is quite equal, if 
Not superior in numbers to the old 

arish of Lanesborough, with which 


» itis connected, under the pastoral 


care of the Rev. Aaron Humphries 

These twenty-three churches are 
all which are at present organized. 
It is impossible to state the aggre- 


- gate amount of their parochial re- 


ports, as these have not been given 
with s: ficient accuracy to warrant 
any thing more than a conjectural 
estimate. 

A Missionary Society for Foreig:: 
and Domestic Purposes, was incor- 
porated in the year 1815, with a pro- 
vision enabling them to distribut: 


Bibles, Prayer Books, Tracts, and 
volumes of a religious and mor - 
character. This society, which h»” 
remained inactive and without func: 

was revived m 1822, and has com- 


This zealous congrega. | 
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uenced its vperations with a pros- 
ect of considerable success. The 
vant of missionaries, however, has 
been the chief obstacle with which 
ithas .adtocontend. Employment 
night be given at once to five or 
six, and the society have but two.— 
The increase of manufactures in 
\Massach::setts has, within the last 
lew years, been uncommonly great, 
and this has attracted to that part of 
our country a large number of En- 
glish families, must of whom were 


educated in the principles of our ° 


common faith, and are attached, 
from habit at least, if not from high- 
er motives, to the externals of our 
worship. These are scattered over 
the whole state; and if exertions are 
not speedily made to supply their 
wants, they must inevitably be lost 
from our communion. itn addition 
t» this, it may be remarked, that 
there is every where visible, a grow- 
ing respect for our Liturgy, and for 
the Episco :al office and ministry.— 
It may, therefore, be said, without 
exaggeration, that no part of our 
country presents to the faithful and 
diligent minister, who would gladly 
spend, and be spent in his Master’s 
service, a greater field of usefulness. 

The nu uber of clergy in Massa- 
chusetts is twenty, of whom three 
only are in Deacon’s orders. One 
is connec d with Harvard Univer- 
sity, two \ave private schools, two 
are at present chaplairs in the navy, 
and three are without cures. 

Since the last Convention, the Bi- 
shop has admitted, on the recom- 
mendation of the Standing Commit- 
tee of this State, Messrs. Alfred 
Baury, Silas Blaisdell, Stephen H. 
Tyng, Benjamin Clark Cutler, and 
Lot Jones, to the order of Deacons ; 
and the Rev. Isaac Boyle, and the 
Rev. Alfred Baury to that of Priests. 
Mr. [yng removed soon afier his 
ordination to the Diocess of Mary- 
liod. The institutions, since the last 
Convention, have been the Rev. Sa- 


muel F.” Jarvis, D. D. to the Ree- 
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torship of St. Paul’s Chu ch, Bs 
ton; and the Rev. Isaac Boyle, to the 
Rectorship of St. Paul’s Church. 
Dedham. The Rev. John L. Blak: 
has lately removed from Concord 
in New Hampshire, to Boston. 
where he has opened a boarding 
selool for the education of young 
ladies. 

There are at present, recom- 
mended by the same Standing Com- 
mittee, six candidates for orders:— 
William T. Potter, Joseph Muev- 
cher, Thomas S. W. Mott, Benja 
min C. C. Parker, James Everett. 
and Theodore Edson. One of these 
is a student of the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary, two at Andover. 
and three, from the want of support 
at New York, are obliged to pur- 
sue their studies in private. 

Rhode Island. 

No material change has taken 
place in the Church of Rhode Island 
during the last three years. The 
several congregations are in a state 
of continued prosperity. The Rev. 
George Taft has recently been set- 
tled in North Providence, under ve 
ry auspicious circumstances. The 
Rev. Mr. Alden is employed as a 
missionary in the State, and mea 
sures were adopted, at the last meet- 
ing of the Convention, to increase 
the contributions fr missionary pur 
poses, which promise to be success 
ful. Sunday schools are establish 
ed in all the congregations; and a 
proper regard is paid to the canons 
and rules of the Church. There 
are two candidates for the ministry. 
and three preparing to become can 
didates.—Number of baptisms 151, 
communicants 619 
Connecticut. 

The state of the Church in the 
Diocess of Connecticut has been 
steadily improving since the last tn- 
ennial report; and ow generally ap. 
pears under prosperous circumstai- 
ces. In some instances, the in 
crease of communicants has bee: 
altogether unprecedented; and in 

Vor. 5....No.6.—D d 
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every parsh, where the ministra- 
lions of the word and ordinances are 
regularly enjoyed, the congregations 
are advancing in number, zeal, and 
respectability. 

The tollowing churches have been 
finished and consecrated, viz —St. 
Paul’s, Sharon; St. John’s. Kent; 
St. Paul's, Ripton; St. John’s, Wash- 
ington; St. John’s, Essex; St Paul’s, 
Woodbury ; and Grace Church, 
Hamden. These are all new, spa- 
cious, and commodious edifices, re- 
flecting great credit on the zeal and 
| berality of the respective parishes. 
St. Andrew’s Church, in Northford, 
raised before the revolutionary war, 
having been completely refittec and 
finished, has also been consecrat- 
ed. The churches in Hartford and 
Bridgeport, in consequence of the 
increasing demand for seats, have 
been so altered as to accommodate 
their growing congregations Three 
other churches are now building in 
the Diocess. 

Tie following persons have been 
admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
cons:—Edward Rutledge, since re- 
moved to South Carolina; Daniel 
Somers, since removed to Mary and; 
Beardsley Northrup, lately a minis- 
ter of the Methodist connexion; Da- 
vid Botsford, since deceased; Ben- 
net Glover; Thomas Warner, late — 


of the Associate Reformed Church 


in New York; Moses P. Bennet, 
since removed to Pennsylvania; Seth 
B. Paddock; Palmer Dyer, since re- 
moved to New York; John M. Gar- 
field; Lemuel B. Hull; William Jar- 
vis; and Ransom Warner. 

The following Deacons have been 
admitted to the holy order of Priests: 
The Rev. Peter G. Clarke; the Rev. 
Origen P. Holcomb; the Rev. Geo. 
B. Andrews; the Rev. Thomas War- 
ner, since removed to the Island of 
St. Croix, West Indies; the Rev. 
Beardsley Northrup; and the Rev. 
seth B. Paddock. 

The following Clergymen have 
been removed by death:—The Rev. | 





Richard Mansfield, D. D. at the age 
of 97; the Rev. Jonn Tyler, also at 
a very advanced age; the Rev. Wil- 
liam Smith, D D. and the Rev. Da- 
vid B tsford, Deacon. 

The Rev. Solomon Blakesley has 
removed to the Eastern Diocess, 
and the Rev. Jonathan Judd to Ma- 
ryland; and the following Clergymen 
have been received into the Diocess: 
The Rev. Ambrose S. Todd, and 
the Rev. Stephen Jewett, from New 
York; the Rev. William J. Bulkley, 
and the Rev. Henry R. Judah, 
from Maryland; and the Rev. Ste- 
phen Beach, from Vermont, em- 
ployed as a missionary. 

The Clergy of the Diocess con- 
sists at present of the Bishop, forty 
Presbyters, and four Deacons, and 
the following persons are candidates 
for holy orders:—William Shelton, 
George Shelton, Todd, Ed- 
ward Ives, Hector Humphreys, E- 
poch Huntington. 

The rite of confirmation has been 
administered to rising of 1600 per- 
sons. 

For the purpose of preserving 
that strict regard to the canons and 
rubrics of the Church, which is one 
of the characteristics of the Diocess, 
the convocations of the Clergy have 
been employed in settling an uniform 
_ practice throughout the respective 
parishes; and it is believed that de- 
partures from the established rules 
of the Church seldom or never oc- 
cur. 

The Society for the Promotion of 
Christian knowledge, having deter- 
mined to devote its receipts for the 
present, to the support of missiona- 
ries within the Diocess, has been en- 
abled, by the annual collections in 
the several parishes, and by the aid 
of auxiliary societies established in 
many of them, to employ two or 
three active missionaries, whose la- 
bours have been already crowned 
with the most flattering success. 

The agent for the Domestic and 


¥oreign Missionary Society has vi- 
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sited a few of the larger 

|e Diocess, for the purpose ° jake 
ing collections; and his success has 
been such as to afford an earnest that 
the claims of that society will not be 
neglected in Connecticut. 

The Episcopal Fund, partly thro” 
the munificence of the state admin- 
istration, and partly by the liberality 
of the respective parishes in the Di- 
ocess, bow amounts toa sum nearly 
sufficient to give to the Bishop an 
adequate support. 

Sunday schools are generally es- 
tablished throughout the Diocess; 
and by the adoption of measures for 
pursuing a systematic course of in- 
struction, are becoming highly bene- 
ficial to the interests of the Church. 

A memorial is now before the 
State Legislature, praying for the 
charter of a college, to be located 
either in Hartford, Middletown, or 
New-Haven, and to be under the 
patronage and direction of Episco- 
palians. 

Amid the general prosperity of 
the Church in Connecticut, howe- 
ver, it is not to be disguised that 
there are some circumstances of an 
unfavourable tendency. Many of 
the parishes are still small and de- 
pressed; and in consequence of the 
frequent emigrations from the state, 
are sometimes deprived of their most 
active members. These are only 
partially supplied; as, in many cases, 
one Clergyman has the care of two, 
three, or more parishes; and even 
with this laborious charge, it too fre- 
quently happens that his support is 
altogether disproportioned to his la- 
bours. Buta hope is indulged that 
through the instrumentality of mis- 
sionary exertions, the Lord will cause 
the waste places to be repaired, and 
the whole Diocess to become a flou- 
rishing portion of his vineyard. 

(To be continued, ) 
= 

‘He that hath slight thoughts of 
sin, never had great thoughts of 
Goa.®...* Owen. 
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Proceedings of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society o/ 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the United States. 


[Contixvep From Pace 185.) 


The Executis e Committee of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society has adopted the following:— 


Eetter of Instructions, to be given to all 

missionaries acting under the directions 

- of the “Domestic and Foreign Mission- 

ary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States.” 


Rev. anp Dear Sir, 
1. With respect to yourself. 

1. You are earnestly exhorted, always 
to keep in view, the great design of 
your mission, viz. To promote the glory 
of God, in the salvation of your fellow 
men, 

2 You are seriously to consider the 





qualifications requisite tor those who | 
would be successful labourers in the | 


Gospel vineyard. A personal know- 
ledge of the truth. 
prudence, patience, humility, and meak- 
ness. Fervent charity, united with tem- 
perance, fortitude, and perseverance. 

3. In order to a due preparation for 
your work, you should be frequent in 
your private devotions: offering up con- 
tinually fervent prayers to Almighty 
God, for his direction, assistance, and 
blessing, upon all that you do: you 
should diligently study the Holy Scrip- 


tures; seriously and often read over, and || 


meditate upon your ordination vows: 
and consider the account which you 
must shortly render, to the great Shep- 
herd and Bishop of souls. 

4. You will acquaint yourself tho- 
roughly with the doctrines of our holy 
religion, as taught by the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the articles and 
homilies; and also with the discipline of 
the church, as contained in the liturgy 
and canons; and in all things approve 
yourself a faithful minister of Jesus 
Christ 

5. In your outward behaviour, you will 
be circumspect, and irreproachable, giv- 
ing no offence, that the ministry be not 
blamed; let your ordinary discourse be 
grave, and to the use of edifying; and in 
all vour conversation, endeavour to be 
a wholesome example to the flock of 
Christ. 

6. Wherever you shall lodge, endea- 


Zeal, tempered with | 
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vour to persuade the family to join with 
you, in daily, morning & evening prayer. 

7. Be not nice about meats and drinks, 
nor immoderately careful about the en- 
tertainment you receive; but contented 
with such thing’s as are provided for you. 

8. As you are to be frugal, in opposi- 
tion to all luxurious living; so you should 
avoid all appearance of covetousness, 
recommending your ministry, according 
to your ability, by the prudent exercise 
of liberality and charity. 


2. With respect to your parochial duties. 


1. Be diligent in preaching the word, 
as well in season, on Sundays, and other 
holy-days; as out of season, when oppor- 
tunities occur, and from house to house, 

2. Conscientiously observe the mules 
of the liturgy, in the performance of all 
the offices therein appointed. 

5. Perform every part of divine ser- 
vice with such seriousness and devotion 


| as may tend to excite and cherish pious 


feelings among the people. 

4. In all your preaching let “Jesus 
Christ and him crucified,” be the pro- 
minent subject: while, in order to pre- 
serve your flocks from the attempts of 
gainsayers, you endeavour to make y our- 


_ self acquainted with every error which 
_infests the church 


5. Carefully instruct the people, con- 


| cerning the nature and use of the two 
_ sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s 


Supper, as the peculiar institutions of 
Christ, pledges of communion with him, 


and means of deriving grace from him. 


6. Duly consider the qualifications of 


| those adult persons to whom you ad- 
| Minister baptism, and of those whom you 





admit to the Lerd’s Supper, accordin 
to the directions of the church to whic 
you belong. 

7. Take especial care to lay a 
foundation for your other ministrations, 
by regularly catechising those under 
your care, whether children or unin- 
formed adults; prevailing with them to 
learn the catechism, and explaining it 
to them in the most easy and familiar 
manner. 

8. According to the best of your judg- 
ment, you will distribute such books and 
tracts as may be furnished by the Socie- 
ty for that purpose, and whenever it is 
practicable, promote the formation of 
Sunday Schools 

9. Wherever you shall statedly offici- 
ate, and in such other places as there 
are any members of our church residing, - 
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you will use your best éxertions to per 

suade the people, when they are not re- 
gulatly supplied, to meet together on 
the Lord’s day, perform the service of 
the church and read approved sermons 
or lectures. 

10 You will keep a register of the 
names of those persons under your pa-- 
toral care who call themselves Episco- 
palians—showing, according to the an- 
nexed plan, how many of them have 
been baptized, how many are communi- 
cants--the number of children, marria- 
ges baptisms and deaths. 

3. With respect ta the Society. 

1. You will be expected to hold a 
constant and regular correspondence 
with the Society through the secretary. 

2. You will keep a regular journal 
of your Missionary services during the 
whole time that you are engaged by the 
Society—a copy or an abstract of which 
you will send, at l:ast once in every 
three months, to the secretary. 

[ Hhitadel. Recor. 

The Treasurer of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America, ack- 
nowledges the receipt of Fifty Dol 
lars, from the Ladies of the United 
Churches in the city of Philadelphia, 
to constitute the Rev. William H 
Delancy a Patron oi the Society. 

Also Twelve Dollirs received 
from the Female Missionary Society 


of Perth Amboy, by the hands of | 


_ Treasurer, Secretary, and eighteen Man- 
| agers, who will be annually appointed at 
'ameeting for this purpose, to be held 
| on the first Saturday in June. 


Miss Brinley. { Zé. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
The practice oi publ |. .big the do- 
nations to the Edication Society, is 
by some objected to. The followin 


reasons, however, seem somewhat to |. ues 
obtaining Subscribers; aud any person 


justify this course: 

1. ltis the only way which the So- 
ciety have of acknowledging the mo- 
neys they receive; and unless they 
are acknowledged in some way, the 
donors know not whether their boun- 
ty has safely arrived. 

2. When persons see what others 
have done and are doing, it is gene. 
rally a stnulous for them to go anc 
do likewise. Example has great 











weight. The cause of the Society, 
's a noble one.—lIts friends should, 
tuerefore, enlist .n its behalf ali pru- 
dent endeavours. 

At the last annual meeting of the 
Society for the Education of pious 
-oung Men for the Ministry of the 
Protestant Ep:scopal Church, a do- 
uation of Fifty Doilars was received 
from the Auxiliary Female Sewing 
Society, Baltimore, as the produce 
if their industrious efforts for a few 
weeks only previous to the meeting. 

A donation of Ten Dollars, has 
heen since received from Hugh 
Mercer, Esq. of Fredericksburgh, 
Vi. and Ten Doll rs, from D iniel 
Sprigg, Esq. of Hagerstown, Md. 





FIRST SEWING SOCIETY 
Of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Bal- 


timore. 

Being desirous of aiding indigent 
Students of Divinity, the subscribers 
have formed themselves into a So- 
ciety, auxiliary to the »Society for 
the Education of pious young Men 
for the Ministry of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church’’, aiid have adupt- 
ed the following Constitution: 

Artictz 1. The business of the Soci- 
ety will be transacted by a President, 


Art. 2. As the object of this Society 


_ is to obtain money for the work of the 
| Lord, it will be incumbent on every 
_ Member of the Board, to be active either 


in obtaining or executing work, selling 
articles made, soliciting donations, or 


obtaining for the Society, the sum of 
ten dollars, shall be considered a mem- 
ber for life. 

Art. 3. The payment of twenty-five 
cents annually, in advance, will consti- 
tute any person a member of this Socie- 
ty; or five dollars, a member for life.— 
Donations thankfully received 

Ant. 4. The Board shall meet on the 


second Satur in every month, at 3 
o'clock in the afternoon, to sew, _— 
work, and settle with the Treasurer for 
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articles sold, and pay whatever may have 
been collected. Special meetings may 
bé called, at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent, who will preside at all meetings, 
preserve order, &c. 

Arr. 5. Incase of the unavoidable ab- 
sence of the President fren. a meeting, 
she will give notice toa Manager to off 
ciate for her. 

Ant. 6, It will be the duty of the Trea- 
surer, to receive all moneys, keep a re- 
gular list of Subscribers’ namcs, and ef 
donations in cash. and pay all bills or or- 
ders signed by the President 

Arr 7. tt shall be the duty of the Se- 
cretaiy, to give notice to the Managers 
of special meetings only, to keep a re- 
cord of the articles made and sold, and 
by whom, and of donations which may 
be received in goods; to bring her book 
to the monthly meeting, and read aloud 
the minutes of the lust at each. 

Art. 8 To render the morthly meet- 
ings profitable to those engaged in the 
work of the Lord, a Manager will read 
aloud a religious work, and the meeting 
be closed with singing or prayer, as the 
President shall direct. 

Miss E. Youne, President. 
L. Autuur, Treasurer. 
C. A. Borrovens, Secretary. 


Managers. 

Miss Henshaw, Miss Hanse, 
» Prestman, » M. Peters, 
» Cliffe, » H. Ridgely, 
» Clagett, » Schasdall, 
»> Taylor, » Custis, 
» Dorsey, Fearson, 
» Van Praddell, » Allender, 
»> Betts, Dulany, 
» Warner, » R. Scott. 





We are happy to be informed, 
that a Society similar to the above, 
has lately been formed in George- 
town, in connexion with the Auxilia 
ry Society before existing in thai 
place.—[ Ed. Rep. 

= 
ORDINATION. 

At on ordination held on Tuesday 
the 16th of Dec. last, in the Monu 
mental Church, Richmond, Va. th« 
Rev. George A. Smith, late of the 
Theological Seminary at New York 
_ and recently a member of the Theo 

logical Institution in Alexandria. was 
admitted by the Right Rev. Bisho; 
Moore to the holy order of Deacons. 





QGRDINATION—THE CONVERTED JAILOR. 
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For the Repertory. 
THE CONVERTED JAILOR. 
From XV1. chap. Acte. 


*T was silence all within Philippi’s walls, 
And not a murmur on the ear arose— 
save that the guard, ut distant intervals, 
Gave out the watch-word, as his round 
he gocs,— ; 
And midnight on the scene such stillness 
throws, 
That every eye is closed in sleep pro- 
found;— a 
E’en in yon prison-house of sins & woes, 
At this lone hour, the felon sitin.bers 
sound, 


| And Guilt, Remorse, and Fear, have lost 


the power to wuund, 


But from within that noisome, inner cell, 

Of praise and worship comes a solemn 
strain; 

It pauses now, and now with rising swell 

Breaks on the awaken’d, wond’ring ear 
again. 

’Tis not the plaint ot woe, or cry of pain; 

Tho’ their poor flesh with many stripes 
doth bleed, 


_ Tho’ there the limb is bound with gall- 


ing chain, 


Free are the souls from whence those 





sounds proceed— 
The Son hath made them free, and they 
are free indeed. 


Silas and Paul! when grief corrodes my 
breast, . 

Deep let me ponder on your prison scene; 

Then thankful, care, pain, if such 1s best, 

Nor murmuring dare to ask, what such 
may mean? 

Great was the thrall and sharp the pain, 
I wean, 

You felt and bore, that dungeon dark 
within, 

Yet Faith and Hope graced all with co- 
lours sheen. 

What can annoy, what can alarm but sin, 

When we have cast off all, that so we 
Christ may win! 


Joyful they hymn’d their blessed Sa- 
viour’s praise; 

His Love, his great redeeming Love 
they sung! Ori 

The poor lost Prisoners caught the won- 
Prous lays, ” 


As wrapt attention on their accents bung; 
And now, whilstyet their thrilling voices 

rung . {mal room, 
Thro’ passage low, and dark, dank, dis- 


« 





Bursts bolt and bar—the doors are open 
flung; 

Earth rock’d as tho’ her last dread hour 
was come, 

And all created things receiv’d their 
final doom. 

How fares the Jailor? E’en as one who 
spies 

Death & dishonour flash before his sight: 

All, all is lost; for full before his eyes, 

Free, stand the Prisoners! What shall 

» stop their flight? 

Par will they be before the morning light! 

And he, their Keeper, where!—with des- 
perate arm (bright; 

His sword is drawn; the weapon flashes 


His bosom’s bared—bu: hush this wild | 


alarm; 
Voice, as of Angel, speaks—Friend, do 
thyself no harm. 


His prostrate form, before the men of God 

Confounded, trembling, on the ground 
he threw; 

His inmost soul confess’d the powerful 

As hopes and fears arose in conflict new. 

But soon to horror his amazement grew; 

For now the gulf which he so long had 
braved, 

Was givenat once to his astonished view; 

Then did he shriek, as one in madness 
raved, 

What! what Sirs, shall I do, that I may 
yet be saved! 


Oh may that cry be utter’d far and near, 
By every tongue & nation under heaven! 
But oh! to those to this sad breast so dear, 
Quick let it come, while yet their time 

is given!— {are riven, 
Whilst too, with grace divine their hearts 
Pour, pour upon their souls that heav’n- 

ly ray, {ven; 


Disperse the clouds which led their feet 
astray; 

Let them their Saviour see, his new and 
living way! 

See, as the messenger of peace & grace, 

The on ee of the Gentiles rise; 


ory beamed upon his face, 
Gaeunin ed in his eyes; 
a 


Monee edb Arata 


{vin 
sons shall acl ss nk forty di. 
He that believes on Jesus never dies: 
Believe, nn Gas ot ea glories 


shine; 
Believe—thou shalt ar mre. and all 
thou callest thine. 





SABBATH EVENING——-OBITUARY OF LIEUT. BR. BASHIELL. 
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Well might that heathen shout in ecstacy, 
Well might he cast off every doubt & fear; 
’Twas the glad day that Abra’m joyed'to 
see— [to hear, 
’T was the glad sound that Angels lov’d 
Oh catch the joyful sound! and, far and 
near, [save. 
Cry out, Believe!—that Christ is come to 
Raise the droop’d head, dash off the fall- 
ing tear: [rave, 
And, whilst all Hell be moved and Satan 
Proclaim, that Christ has snatch’d the 
victory from the Grave! 





SABBATH EVENING. 


[For the Repertory.] 
Is there a rest from every care; 
A peaceful home, from sorrow free: 
Where God and holy angels are, 
And saints in heavenly purity ? 


Is there a place so free from sin, 
None but the holy enter there: 

Where all is light and love within, 
And nothing can that love impair? 


How should we, then, with earnest gaze, 
Look far above these joys of time, 
To never ending length of days, 
And pleasures, lasting, pure, sublime! 
O Lorp! may we, with just regard, 
Look far around, beneath, above,— 
Look to the heavens for our reward, 
And for an heaven in thy love! 


OBITUARIES. 


LIEUT. R. DASHIELL. 
In announcing the death of this inva- 





_luabje officer and pious Christian, we 


feel the highest satisfaction in saying, 
that few of his companions in arms have 


By which distrust and fear are far of” dri- maintained a more unsullied character, 


both as a soldier and Christian, than Lt, 
Richard Dashiell. His departure from 
this world was announted to his afflicted 
Mother, by the following note from Mid- 
shipman R. R. McMullin, Commandant 
U. S. schooner Augusta: 
“Sierra Leon, West coast of Africa, 
June 23d, 1823, 
“Mapam: I am under the painful ne- 
cessity of informing you of the death of 
your son, Lieut. Ricaarp Dasurex1, who 
died of the Consumption, on the 22d in- 
stant, ahout 8 o’clock in the evening.— 
He had been sick ever since he has been 
here. 1 attended to his burial. He was 
buried with the honours of war, by the . 
soldiers and officers of this place.” 
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In early life, Lieut. Dashiell was as 
much devoted to the world and the pur- 
suit of its vain and transitory pleasures, 
as is generally the case with those who 
are thoughtless and unconcerned about 
their immortal souls. He entered the navy 
with that chivalrous spirit which often 
prompts to noble deeds; but, under the 
influence of its false guidance, he was 
engaged in two duels, which, whenever 
mentioned after his conversion to Chris- 
tianity, although no serious consequen- 

followed, harrowed up his soul with 
pafnful and agonizing reflections. From 
the following letter it will be seen, that 
the circumstances attending his embra- 
cing of the Cross of Christ, are calculat- 
ed to inspire all his friends and acquain- 
tance with unfeigned admiration of his 
character; and the testimony of his,bro- 
ther officers, since that event, to the pu- 
rity and sincerity of his Christian profes- 
sion and the consistency of his Christian 
deportment in every situation in which 
he has been placed, sheds a bright lustre 
upon his name, and enable us to record 
with pleasure on our pages, an example 
so wOrthy of imitation by all the officers 
of the Navy.— 


Brooklyn, L. I. Nov. 26th, 1823. 
Str: Your letter of the 18th inst. was 
not received until this morning; and I 
hasten to communicate to you the infor- 
mation you request respecting your ex- 
cellent and lamented Brother, Lieut. Da- 
shiell. L-do this with particular plea- 
sure, from the high respect I entertain- 
ed for him, and still entertain for his me- 
mory, on account of his piety, his many 

virtues, and the value of his example. 
By the records of the parish of St. Ann, 
it appears that Richard Dashiel was bap- 


tized on the 26th of September, 1819. || 


The solemnity was performed, I pre- 
sume, in St. Ann’s Church, in this village, 
and by the Rev. Hugh Smith, then its 
minister. Mr. Losee Van Nostrand, a 
respectable inhabitant, and one of the 
Vestry, was the witness on this occasion. 
Lt. Dashiell was admitted to the com- 
munion, in the same church, October 
24th, of that year,—that rite being then 
administered for the last time during the 
Rev. Mr. Smith’s charge of the parish, 
and (I believe) on the occasion of his 
farewell sermon. In the next month, I 
became his successor,—and was soon 
acquainted with your brother, of whose 
excellence of disposition, and piety, Mr. 
Smith had informed me. 

The Sanday Sehool of St. Ann’s, had 


@BITUARY OF LIBUT. R. DASHIELL, 
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been established by the Rev. Mr. Smith, 
It was intermitted in the winter. On 
resuming it in the summer of 182, Mr. 
Jas. P. F. Clarke undertook the super- 
intendance: but in the winter following 
he was ordained, and the school was 
again discontinued. By this time the 
school had become entirely dependant 
on the exertions of the superintendant, 
and there were but few teachers in the 
male department. An efficient superin- 
tendant was not to be found (after Mr, 
Clarke left us), until your Brother volum- 
teered his services Under hiscare, the 
school was resumed in the summer of 
1821. He continued to conduct it with 
great success ’till he sailed for the coast 
of Africa; and thus, under his charge its 
instructions were continued into the win- 


' ter season for, | believe, the first time 
| since its establishment. On his leaving it, 


it again languished, for want of a proper 
superiniendant, and of male teachers. 
But it was again resumed, and ke up 
till the last autumn, Until the period of 
Mr Dashiell’s assuming its charge, the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School had 
been the only one in this village—tho’, 
in fact, there was less want of it, and 
there were fewer scholars, among Epis- 
copalians than others. in the sunimer of 
1821, however, the other denominations 
instituted one, under the name of the 
Umion Sabbath School, I did not ap- 
prove of my school being united with 
this,—and we remained separate Our 
numbers were gradually diminished by 
this competition, and afterwards by the 
loss of Mr Dashiell’s services; and it has 
since been found unnecessary to con- 
tinue the male department. ‘The female 
department is now under excellent ma- 
nagement. 

I have troubled you with this detail, 
as it was difficult to separate the ac- 
count of your brother’s labours from a 
general history of the school. {| have 
not the papers of the school, and there- 
fore cannot say how many scholars there 
were;—perhaps from eighty to one hun- 
dred, when at the best. It ought to be 
added, that Lieut. Dashiell was very 
zealous, and laborious, and persevering, 
in visiting the abodes of the poor, and 
urging the attendance of the scholars. 

In every particular, indeed, I can 
commend the piety and virtues of your 
late estimable brother, during the whole 
period of my acquaintance with him. 
His mind was ina peculiar degree under 
the influence of serious th ts,— hav- 
ing all the fervour of religion, withovit 
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the “puffing up” of enthusiasm,—mild- | (ae and diligent in performing the 
ness and docility, with a most sincere |’ arduous duties of her responsible station. 


and effective zeal. He was highly in the various relations of lift. as a 
esteemed by many in thigwillage. And |' daughter, sister, mother, the wife of a 
we all cherish his m with very | minister of Jesus ‘ hrist; it was her civef 
respectful and affectionslt feelings. / concern “to adorn the doctrine of God 

1 am, Sir, very respectfully, cher Saviour in all things.” She was not 


en 


Your obedient Servant, ‘only rema kably attentive to the services 
HENRY W. ONDERDONK. |} of the Church and th «nstitutions of the 
G. W. Dasurect, Esq. Gospel; but she was unwearied in her 
efforts to promote the temporal and spi- 
In our next, we. shall give some ex- | ritual welfare of all within the sphere of 
ts from his pious letters, illustrative |} her influence. In her, the poor and 
what is here stated. | Ed. destit: :e, the widow and the orphan, 
sick and the afflicted, found a friend who 
Dien, on the 2d September last, inthe || loved them “not in word and in tongue 
32d vear of her age, Mrs. SARAH FAIR- only, but in dee: and in truth.’” She 
FAX NORRIs, wife of the Rev. Oliver |, manifested the most ardent desire for the 
Norris, and daughter of the late William || advancement of trie religion, and for the 
Herbert, Esq., of Alexandria. of every benevolent effort and 
This excellent woman had. been ear- iastition — Often was the midnight si- 
ly and faithfully taught the principles || lence of her chamber broken by her fer- 
and duties of genuine Christianity. The || yent prayets for the coming of that king- 
prayers, instructions, and efforts of a pi- | dom, which is righteousness and peace 
ous mother, supremely anxious for the | and joy in the Holy Ghost. 








spiritual and immorta! interests of her Mrs. Norris was also distinguished by 

chikiren, are seldom in vain. In thisin- | the constant practice of the greg} and 

stance, they were crowned with the bles- | rare virtues of sincerity and canc no 

sing of Him, who only giveth the in- | instance of her offending against them 

crease. can be recollected by her most intimate 
Mrs. Norris. at that early peried of life, | friends. 

when the influence of the world is most It might well be expected, that the 


powerful and fascinating, had, through | close of such a life would be peaceful 
Divine grace, devoted herself, without | and triumphant.—When this world was 
reserve, to the service of her God and | vanishing from her sight, and eternity, 
Saviour. Of her, it may be said, with- | with all its momentous interests and a- 
out danger of committing the common | mazing scenes, opening before; she en- 
fault of lavishing unmerited praise upon | joyed the presence of the promised Com- 
a departed friend, that her Christian | forter, and that peace of God which 
course exhibited an uniform, consistent, | passeth all understanding.— “Should the 
an? bright example of all those virtues | Lord call me early or late, 1 am ready; 
which the religionshe professed, enjoins, | his blessed will be done,” were‘among 
and, when cordially embraced, never || the last,expressions that fell from her 
fails to produce. Jesus Christ, and him || dying lips. To her, it was, doubtless, 
crucified, she regarded as the sole foun- || gain to die; but to the Charch of Christ, 
dation of her hope of acceptance with || her death is a great,"and to her nume- 
God; and his love constrained her to be |' rous frieuds am irreparable loss. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Pa. on the old writers; on Christ Crucified; and Extract from Bp. Hopkins on Re- 
generation; Panyeie| oP John, xvii. 4; and also, the Sabbath, a sonnet, are received. 


eee soprrata. 
Page 154, iat sche, 13h  duages the top, read aye for “ask.” 
2d » » » bottom, read aw/fu/ for “ample.” 


i 156, Ist so sae "4 s» 9 tom, insert and. 
on ae ae 2d do 55 » do read ite ‘or “our,” 
2d » the sentence before the last, should read thus: “It is there- 
fore not only rebellious”, &c.—“To him” being omitted. 
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